
JCSA Meeting 
November 14, 2013 

Present:   Kathleen Lenihan, Diane Abe, Anna Monaco, Beth Briggs, Suzanne Bruno, 
Kristen La Fond, Anne Ghayour, Leslie Zales, Tara Sherman, Rangji Ryn, Manya Chait, 
Patricia Valda, Laura Widanski 

1. Treasurer’s report 

General Donations are down this year by a significant amount.  As of now, our 
donations are $5000 less than budget expectations, but we usually get about 
$1500 in the Spring from incoming 6th grade families.   Discussed putting in a 
blurb and paypal site link on the Clarke website.  It might also be helpful to give 
information about what the donations are used for – and maybe indicate that 
donations are still accepted throughout the year.  It was noted that perhaps there is 
the impression that Clarke already has enough money and that might be why 
donations are down.    

Membership numbers are on track.  Last year there were 497 members (50 staff) 
and this year we have 492 (32 staff) 

The fees for using Paypal were $508, well worth the time saved.   

We are missing 199 students from the directory, mostly from the 7th and 8th grade 
classes.   Kathleen has e-mailed all missing families.   Anna Monaco will send out 
an e-mail as well. 

2. Anna Monaco’s report 

Two handouts were distributed listing all of the mini-grants for the 2013-2014 
year.    The budget for mini-grants were $5800.    After some discussion about the 
specifics of a few of the grants, a motion was made to approve the grants and the 
motion was approved unanimously. 

Clarkes’s new families evening event was a great success.  There was a good 
turnout and it was great to have current families at the even to talk about Clarke. 

One of the Clarke teams made it to 2nd place in the Trivia Bee! 

Ms. Monaco reported that the Clarke trip to China was approved at the School 
Committee Meeting.  The trip will take place in April of 2014.  18 students from 



Clarke’s 8th grade Mandarin class will go, as well as 4 chaperones (including Ms. 
Monaco).  The cost of the trip is $2770 per student.   

Ms. Monaco hosted 18 Principals from China.   The group paid $4000 for 
Lexington to host them and have them spend 2 days in the school.  The money 
raised will be used to pay for scholarships for the 8th grade China trip.  The 
visitors observed classes and participated in round tables and a talk from Carol 
Pilarski.   Harrington also hosted the visitors in their Kindergarten classrooms. 

Ms. Monaco is leaving on Sunday for the awards ceremony in Washington DC for 
the Blue Ribbon award that Clarke received.   

Conferences sign-ups were done on-line this year.  There was a little difficulty 
logging on for the first few minutes as so many people were trying to log on at the 
same time.   However, once this was sorted out everything worked smoothly. 

Nina Englander spoke at a well-attended event surrounding internet safety and 
social media.   Ms. Englander’s points included making sure that you keep talking 
to your children about these issues.   And, as Ms. Monaco noted, be sure that 
anything you post is something you would not mind Ms. Monaco putting up on 
the bulletin board in the main lobby of Clarke! 

3. Magazine Drive report 

The magazine drive was successful.  It was very helpful to have the company rep. 
present as she made things run very smoothly.    

4. Parent-teacher conferences 

Parents will be asked (on sign-up genius) to bring desserts & fruit for the ½ day 
conference days on 12/6 and 12/13.   Students from the JAB (student council) 
gave out desserts to teachers and parents last year, and it went very well.    

5. Clarke Night Out  

The Clarke night out will be held on January 24th.   The hope is to improve 
numbers at the event (last year there were less than 200 people).  Kristen La Fond 
asked everyone to invite friends and neighbors. The event will be held at Aloft in 
Lexington.   Coleen McAdam was able to get Aloft to donate space for the event.  
The theme will be games and there will be many activities, a “giving wall”, etc.    


