
JCSA Meeting 
December 12, 2013 

Present:  Anna Monaco, Diane Abe, Suzanne Bruno, Sue Wilner, Polly Kienle 

1. Anna Monaco 

Ms. Monaco reported that the Rachel’s Challenge program was a success.   There were 
some students, particularly in the 7th grade, who were quite upset during the Assembly.   
Ms. Monaco felt that the general message was a positive one of kindness towards others.   

On November 7th at 6:30pm, Elizabeth Englander form MARC will be speaking in the 
Clarke auditorium about social media and bullying.   Ms. Englander and MARC have 
been at the forefront of research in Massachusetts into social aggression and bullying.    

Conferences will be taking place on several dates in late November and early December.    
Conference sign-ups will all be done on-line.    Conferences will be 10 minutes long in 
order to accommodate as many families as possible.  Some of the conference dates will 
be for particular grades, and others will be for all grades.  Last year, cookies and coffee 
were given to teachers and staff working on the ½ day conferences.    This year, we will 
try to find parents to donate these items. 

The new security system is in place at Clarke.   As of Monday, all Clarke doors will be 
locked during school hours.   Anyone trying to enter the building will need to be 
identified and buzzed in to the building.  Staff will get ID badges. 

The 8th grade DC trip will be taking place in April of 2014.  There will be an 
informational meeting held on 10/23.  Due to the large size of the 8th grade class this year, 
it is anticipated that there will be more scholarships needed this year than in prior years.  
Discussions have been held about having the students host a fundraiser to help defray the 
costs (car wash?) 

2. Membership Update 

As of this date we have 503 members of the JCSA signed up.   There are 605 students 
registered in the directory.   75% of people in the directory signed up for the JCSA.    We 
are hoping to increase this number over the coming weeks. 

3. JCSA Listserv Information & Protocol 



Polly Kienle, Clarke’s listerv coordinator, distributed a handout with proposed protocol 
for the Listserv.   The Announcements go out weekly, on Fridays.   Stand-alone posts are 
also sent out as necessary.  The Announcements contain posts relevant to the Clarke 
community including messages from the JSCA co-president, the JCSA committees, the 
Clarke main office and administration, the LPS Central Offices, and Lexington 
community groups.   All posts from JCSA committees and Lexington community groups 
must be approved by the JCSA co-presidents.   Announcements from the front office and 
from the LPS central office are always posted. 

 Polly asked that all proposed posts be send to the JCSA co-presidents for approval 
and then sent to Polly for publication.   In order for announcements to be distributed in 
the weekly posts, they should be sent to Polly by Wednesday evening at the latest.   Posts 
received after Wednesday evening may not be posted in the weekly Friday 
announcements.  Posts may be edited if they are too lengthy, and Polly cannot attach 
PDF’s to the Announcements.   


