
JCSA Meeting Notes 
March 13, 2014 

  

1. Introductions 
2. Treasurer’s Report – Beth Briggs 

- We need to spend down our money.   One suggestion was to create a 
scholarship fund.  This would need to be voted on and it was suggested 
that we find out how many requests Anna has received.  Another 
suggestion was to look into off-setting costs of school trips. 

- Profit & Loss Statement was reviewed.  Beth created a “yet to come” 
column, which means the money hasn’t been spent yet.  

-  We have generated a net of $30,000, there is an extra $20,000 still to 
spend 

- the ACT $ & professional development $ still needs to be spent.  There 
was discussion held about ACT.   There used to be more parent 
involvement, but now it is mostly the teachers who are organizing it and 
the events aren’t happening as frequently.  Perhaps we could look to 
increasing the parent involvement. 

- An idea for an 8th grade t-shirt was voted on and approved 
- It was also voted on and approved to make the Social free for the Spring 

(a total of $2000) 
- Anna also discussed an Idea from Diamond.  Project Adventure for new 

6th graders.  It is a bonding activity.  Would cost perhaps $7000 for each 
grade. 

- It was suggested that a display be placed in the entry for things that are 
paid for JCSA funds.  For example, projects created by the 3D printer. 

1.  Anna Monaco’s Report 

- Anna requested that JCSA fund $300 to pay for Carolyn Shields to bring 
in Dr. Stefan Sievert, a marine biologist from Woods Hole, to talk to the 
students. 

- Graduation dates – the last day of school, right now, is scheduled for 
6/24.    Graduation may be held on Thursday, 6/18 or Monday, 6/23 

- The Youth Risk Behavior Survey will take place in the Spring of 2015.  
There will be a parent forum in the Fall for questions and the researchers 
will be present.   The Survey will be available for viewing.   Parents and 
Students can opt out of the Survey.   The Survey itself will be completed 
by 7th and 8th graders only.  There will be questions about oral sex, 
intercourse, and drug use.  All of these subjects are discussed in the 7th 



and 8th grade Health class.   The school paid Northeastern researchers to 
create the survey.  It was initiated by Clarke/Diamond, but already done 
at the high school every other year. 

3.   Open Board Positions for Next Year 

- We want all parents to know about the open positions and we will be 
sending the information out to all parents on the listserve 

- The Treasurer position is open.   Treasurer must have experience in the 
field and know what they are doing.  For this position, we will be asking 
recommended parents and then opening the position up to the general 
population. 

- There was discussion on making the yearbook payment on-line (as LHS 
does) and making the time commitment for the Treasurer lighter. 

4.  Parent Coffees 

There are two upcoming parent coffees planned.   The April meeting will be about the 
traffic study.   Judy Crocker and Mary Ellen Dunn will speak.   The May meeting will 
revolve around two subjects; 1) Effective Communications with middle schoolers and 2) 
The transition from Middle School to High School 

5.  PPC Meeting/CAAL event 

The event went well and many important issues were discussed.  Of note was the fact that 
the demographics of the town were not accurately represented.  The CAAL organization 
and PTA presidents got together for a gather, forum and questions.   Anna was the only 
prinicipal there as she spoke, it would be great to have other prinicpals attend next time. 

 6.  School Committee 

At the school committee meeting on Tuesday night, Dr. Ash presented the results of the 
enrollment increase in Lexington.   Fiske will be hiring additional teachers for next year.  
After that, a solution has not been decided on, there have been discussions about modular 
at Fiske.    The presentation was great – it was a mathematical scientific study.   The 
results were that the number of families in apartments are growing, and the number of 
apartments are growing. 


