
Clarke PTO Meeting Notes 
November 13, 2014 

  
Present:   Alison Arshad, Diane Abe, Suzanne Bruno, Kristin LaFond, Beth Briggs, Anne 
Ghayour, Leslie Forg, Kiruthika Ramakrishnan, Jennifer Turner 

Clarke Parent’s Night Out 

• This year’s PNO will take place on Friday, January 23rd at the Aloft hotel in 
Lexington.    

• The new Aloft manager will be working with the PNO coordinators in order to make 
sure there is enough food, staff, etc. 

• Last year’s “football” fundraiser will be repeated as it was a big success last year.    
Parents can make donations to fill specific Clarke needs.   

• In order to create more space, there will be no silent auction this year at the event, 
the auction will be on-line.   There will be a live auction. 

Treasurers’s Report 

• The new Clarke PTO checking account is up and running and all checks should now 
be made out to “Clarke PTO’ instead of JCSA 

• The magazine drive was a success.   The treasurer is still tallying receipts and 
expenses, but it looks like we will have a net income of $6800-$6900, which exceeds 
the budgeted income of $6200  

• Socials/Dances – As of now, the socials are still over-budget, and there is a need to 
ensure that, going forward, the expenses are kept within the allocated amount.    
There was feedback from the most recent socials that there were some issues with 
the DJ (the room was too dark, no organized games/dances, repetitive playlist, DJ 
was late).   The event coordinators will look at this and consider finding a new DJ if 
this continues 

Jennifer Turner’s Report 

Ms. Turner presented this year’s mini-grant proposals.  The following proposals were 
presented: 

• $200 for a chinese puppet show and story telling event, “Monkey Makes Mischief 
in Heaven” by the Galapagos Puppet Troupe for all Clarke Mandarin classes 

• $300 for a campaign to improve school attendance and keep “at risk” students 
coming to school and learning through positive interventions 



• $300 for a Mariachi band to play during all lunch blocks for one day of world 
language week in the Spring 

• $300 for travel training for the LCP to practice managing the airport as well as 
lunch at the Prudential Center in preparation for the DC trip 

• $200 for the DLP program to work on expanding community accessibility for 
DLP 6th & 7th graders 

• $300 for the DLP program for a life skills program for the 8th grade DLP program 
• $300 in order to purchase opaque protective covers for the keyboards in the 

Computer Lab 
• $500 to facilitate the Empty Bowls Community Fundraiser 
• $150 to purchase Ipad Apps for Clarke’s physical education program 
• $300 to create a mural of popular fiction characters during the school year’s I/E 

block in the school library 
• $301 to purchase “Study Island: a supplemental English Language Arts program 

which includes reading, writing, and language skills 

The mini-grants were voted on by the PTO and all of the grants were unanimously 
approved 

• The SMMA conducted tours of the Clarke building in order to look at Clarke’s 
space issues.   There are multiple ideas for projects to be completed over the 
Summer, and they are just waiting for the cost proposals to come in.  Clarke is 
hoping to gain 2 additional classrooms plus a bigger music room.  Due to the 
anticipated size of next year’s 6th grade class, there will be an additional ½ team 
added. 

PTA Presidents Council 

• Dr. Ash described the one day professional development program, Lexington 
Learns, which took place at LHS last week 

• The Youth Risk Behavior Survey was discussed.  The Survey can be found on the 
Lexington Schools website 

Miscellaneous 

• On December 2, Clarke and Diamond are co-hosting a program for parents 
on how to talk to children about sexuality 

• The 8th grade Washington DC trip will take place in the Spring.  The 
registration materials are located on the Clarke website 




