
Clarke PTO Meeting Notes 
March 12, 2015 

  
Present:   Alison Arshad, Suzanne Bruno, Samanthi Pereira, Beth Briggs, Manya Chait, 
Kathleen Lenihan, Lori Benjes, Alex Xia, Hua Chang, Anne Ghayour, Leslie Forg, 
Jennifer Velis, Alison Arshad, Kiruthika Ramanshadam, Jennifer Turner 

Principal’s Report 

• Jennifer Turner reported that, on March 17th at 7pm,  there will be a parent meeting to 
discuss the upcoming middle school Youth Risk Behavior Survey  

• Clarke’s  “space mining” project is moving forward.  The architects have been 
looking at how Clarke can gain more classroom space within Clarke’s existing 
building.   One project will be to restructure the current special education space to 
gain one general education classroom as well as some small group spaces for special 
education instruction.   There is also a small staff kitchen area that will be repurposed 
to create a small group instructional space.  This should be ready by the start of the 
next school year. 

• Clarke and Diamond staff are participating in ALICE training.   ALICE (Alert 
Lockdown Inform Counter & Evacuate) is a program that trains staff to respond 
appropriately in a crisis.   Teachers are taught various strategies for responding to 
school emergencies.  The training was coordinated in conjunction with the Lexington 
Police Department and social work staff was also available to support the staff.   The 
program will be introduced to parents and children at a later date 

• Clarke has been discussing some changes to the schedule for next year for the I/E 
(Intervention/Enrichment) block.    The plan is to increase the number of  I/E blocks 
to 3-4 per week.  A committee of Clarke staff members has been formed to work on 
the new schedule 

• Ms. Turner presented a mini-grant request.   Ms. Roy and several other Clarke 
teachers have requested an LEF grant to travel to China.   The team has requested that 
the Clarke PTO allocate $500 for the teachers to purchase artifacts, books, and videos 
to add to the Chinese Cultural Mobile Library. The grant was unanimously approved, 
pending approval of the LEF grant. 

Treasurer’s Report 



• The socials are running over budget right now.  In part, that is because the DJ’s 
are paid in advance. It was decided that the Spring socials will not be free this 
year. 

• Not all of the Clarke PNO funds have been accounted for yet, but the event is 
running slightly under budget compared to last year.  

PTO position update 

• Most Clarke volunteers are remaining on in their current positions on the board.  
There will be some turnover, mostly from parents who have graduating 8th graders 

• The following positions are open for next year:  Co-president, Secretary, Vice 
President of Fundraising, Clarke Parent Night Out organizers, 8th grade moving 
on ceremony.   

Clarke Spiritwear 

• All spirit wear orders will now be done on-line.  Tricon sports will have a Clarke 
spirit wear section on it’s website and ordering will be done directly through 
Tricon. 

• It will be possible to get items with either the Clarke logo or the Lexington logo 
and there will be some new items for the Spring (vests, slides, etc.) 

PPC Meeting 

• Dr. Ash reported that the school is already starting to fill positions for next year as 
the school committee approved the budget 

• A special town meeting will be held to appropriate $4 million to start looking at 
all of the town projects.   This will directly address the issue of rebuilding 
Hastings school.   Town residents are encouraged to come to town meeting to 
voice their opinions, or to write letters or send e-mails to their town meeting 
members.    

Miscellaneous 

• Manya Chait spoke about the PTO parent information sessions.  Dr. Henry 
Abraham, co-recipient of the Nobel prize, will be coming to Clarke to speak about 
drug and alcohol use among teenagers.  Julie Fenn will also be there to talk about 
the impact of these issues in the Lexington schools 

• Sheila Callahan will begin collecting Box tops at Clarke 
• The Clarke PTO website is updated and is a great place to find information about 

Clarke  
• May 11-15th is walk/bike to school week at Clarke


