
Clarke PTO Meeting Notes 
April 9, 2015 

  
Present:   Alison Arshad, Suzanne Bruno, Leslie Forg, Jennifer Velis, Patricia Valda, 
Cindy Snell, Anne Ghayour, Kara Brandes, Beth Briggs, Laurie Buchta, Kiruthika 
Ramakishnan 

Principal’s Report 

• The 7th and 8th grade Youth Risk Behavior survey was administered earlier this week. 
The results of the survey will be presented to the School Committee in the Fall.   
While the survey looked at many different issues, Clarke requested that the survey 
specifically look at the issue of student stress and anxiety     Ms. Monaco reported 
that the school is seeing an increased levels stress and mental health issues at the 
middle school level.    

• On April 7th the mandatory meeting for all 8th graders attending the DC trip was held.   
The room and group information was also posted outside the main office.   

• A parent presentation for incoming sixth grade parents will be held on May 19th.   The 
PTO will be present and membership information will be discussed 

• Leslie Zales coordinated last week’s Clarke newcomers event.  New families were all 
given a backpack and information was given out about Clarke.   The event was well 
attended 

• On May 27th, the Clarke PTO will host a parent coffee for incoming sixth grade 
parents. 

Treasurers Report and Open Positions 

• A PTO budget meeting will be held separately in April and next year’s budget will 
be discussed.   

• One of the primary decisions for next year involves the Clarke Parents’ Night Out. 
As of yet, there is no one to coordinate this fundraiser.   Discussion was held 
about the possibility of having this event be a community building event and 
conducting other fundraisers throughout the year. 

• Jennifer Velis will be taking on the co-president role with Alison Arshad 

Parent e-mail discussion group 



• Several parents have asked if Clarke has an on-line parent discussion group.   As 
of right now, there is only the PTO listserv, which does not allow for discussion of 
issues relevant to the Clarke community 

• The primary issue, as of right now, is that a parent would need to volunteer to set 
up and moderate the group. 

• Cindy Snell volunteered to set up an online survey for the Clarke community to 
get some feedback on this issue. 

PTO/PTA Presidents’ Council (PPC) Update  

• A forum will be held on May 5th on ways to become involved with your child’s 
schooling.   The forum will be sponsored by the PTO/PTAs of all of the Lexington 
school, as well as CAAL and IAL 

• Lexington SEPAC has several board position vacancies for next year.    
• Next year’s school budget was passed by the school committee.   There is a 3% 

enrollment increase and 12 new teachers have been hired 
• Also approved, by a vote of 162 to 4, was a proposal for an in-depth study of the 

town’s enrollment issues and to look at possible remedies.   A special town 
meeting will need to take place in the Fall, and a debt exclusion vote would take 
place in late Fall.   The Clarke PTO will delegate funding in next year’s budget 
for a campaign to support the override


