
Clarke PTO Meeting Notes 
May 12, 2015 

  
Present:   Alison Arshad, Suzanne Bruno, Leslie Forg, Jennifer Velis,  Anne Ghayour,  
Kiruthika Ramakishnan, Kristen La Fond, Lori Benjes, Kathleen Lenihan, Stephanie 
Mitzenmacher, Xiaopeng Gong 

Principal’s Report 

• Ms. Monaco reported that the 8th grade Washington DC trip was a great success. 
• 8th grade graduation will be held on June 22nd at Lexington High School 
• The issues of “space planning” at Clarke continue to be discussed, particularly as 

it relates to dividing space between Clarke and Diamond.   One of the primary 
issues is maintaining equity between the schools.  Diamond would be an easier 
school to add onto, but their core spaces are smaller.   The other issue is whether 
to put in “pre fab” spaces or “built in” additions 

• Ms. Monaco distributed a copy of the draft of Clarke’s School Improvement Plan 
for 2015-2016.   This year, the site council decided to start over with a completely 
new plan, rather than continuing to add on to the previous plans.   This has 
resulted in a more streamlined and focused plan.    This draft will be sent on to the 
Superintendent and the School Committee for approval 

Treasurers Report  

• A PTO budget meeting was held in April to develop next year’s budget 
• One of the primary decisions for next year involves the Clarke Parents’ Night Out. 

As of yet, there is no one to coordinate this fundraiser.   Discussion was held 
about the possibility of having this event be a community building event and 
conducting other fundraisers throughout the year. 

• This year, Diamond decided not to host any fundraisers during the school year, 
but instead asked parents for a one time donation at the beginning of the year that 
covered all of the year’s expenses.     

• The PTO will explore the possibility of trying out this type of fundraiser in the 
future, and turning the Clarke PNO into a community building event 

• The budget for next year included a increase in ACT funding and a decrease in 
IMC funding 

• The PTO’s bank account was changed to a business account which will avoid 
bank fees 

• A vote was held to approve the 2015-2015 budget, and it was passed unanimously  



Miscellaneous 

• Cristina Burwell and Meg Muckenhaupt, who coordinate Clarke’s newsletter, 
have suggested reducing the newsletter to 4x per year.  Discussion was held as to 
the possibility of finding ways to track the readership of the newsletter and give 
us more feedback as to who reads the newsletter and how best to maximize 
readership. 

• The 8th grade graduation committee is looking for 7th grade parents and students 
to help at the ceremony (organizing food for after the ceremony, handing out 
programs, etc.) 

• There are also several open positions for the PTO board next year, including VP 
of Communications and VP of Fundraising 

• Clarke spirit wear will be sold on-line through Tricon sports.  The link will be on 
the Clarke website 


