
From the Principal 
Anna Monaco, amonaco@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us,  

The year is flying by and it’s amazing to me that we 
are already well into the third quarter.  We are 
working hard to ensure that the second semester 
goes as smoothly as the first.   

I am thrilled to report that the Clarke drama 
production of The Lion King was a huge success. 

Enormous congratulations go to Alyson Brown and 
the entire cast and crew of The Lion King. All four 

shows were professional, entertaining and completely sold out 
this year!  Having witnessed the hard work and planning that 
went into this production, I couldn’t be more proud of all those 
who participated.  

Recently, we surveyed our staff and students on our new WIN 
block schedule. Based on staff feedback, we implemented a few 
small schedule changes at the beginning of the second semester 
in order to help WIN run more efficiently for all. I have enjoyed 
reading all of the very thoughtful and helpful comments our 
students provided as well. One of our goals for WIN was to 
provide students with what they need during the school day.  
We have found that some students benefit from a break and 
enjoy doing something physical while others benefit from 
meeting with a teacher or getting work done before they go 
home.  We will send out more details on the survey results when 
we have finished analyzing the data. A huge thank you to all the 
students for taking the time to let us know how it’s going so far.  

We have also surveyed our 8th graders regarding their thoughts 
on this year’s 1:1 iPad program. Overall, students feel that this 
tool has helped the learning process and improved their ability 
to be organized.  Students also reported they have better access 
to information, receive more frequent and specific feedback 
from staff, and are finding more creative presentation methods.  
This is great initial data and we are thrilled that the plan to 
expand this program to 7th grade next year is still in the budget.  
We will provide more information once the FY17 Budget has 
been approved later this spring.  

Our students have also been busy with opportunities outside of  
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9 – Endeavor Team sponsored 
breakfast 

11 – PTO Meeting (8:30am); 
3rd Cafe 

15-19 – NO SCHOOL 
23 - Parent Information 

Session: Going to 9th 
Grade (7-8pm); 
auditorium 

24 - Parent Information 
Session: Going to 9th 
Grade (8:45-9:45am); 
cafeteria 

26-28 – Clarke ski trip 

2 – Shop Wilson Farm Day 
2-11 – Spanish trip to 

Costa Rica 
8 – Explorer Team sponsored 

breakfast 
10 – PTO Meeting (8:30am); 

3rd Cafe 
11 – Clarke Night Out for 

parents (7-10pm); Waxy 
O’Connor’s Lexington 

16 – Parent Information 
Session: Collaborative 
Learning and the Common 
Core (8:45-9:45am); 
cafeteria 

24 – ½ day (11:45am 
dismissal) 

25 – NO SCHOOL 

6-17 – Mandarin trip to 
China 

7 – Parent Information 
Session: Meet 
Lexington’s New School 
Superintendent 
(8:45-9:45am); cafeteria 

12 – Atlantis Team 
sponsored breakfast 

14 – PTO Meeting (8:30am); 
3rd Cafe 

18 – 22 – NO SCHOOL

April

March

Follow us on Twitter!   
@ClarkePrincipal

February

http://lexingtonma.org/clarkems
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… Principal, continued  

our classrooms.  Our 6th graders recently 
visited the Harvard Peabody Museum of 
Archaeology and Ethnology. Each student had 
a chance to experience what life was like for 
an early farmer.  They strung nets to catch 
river fish, cut leather using stone tools, and 
ground corn using a mortar and pestle. It was 
a great opportunity for our students to test 
out what they had been learning and see first 
hand the tools and artifacts they had 
discussed in class.   Next week, all 7th graders 
will participate in an assembly hosted by 
Professor Liz Magee.  Liz was an aquanaut 
who spent two weeks living and researching 
underwater in a habitat as part of Mission 31, 
led by Fabien Cousteau, Jacques Cousteau’s 
grandson. The entire mission was 31 days. 
She'll be speaking about the research that 
was done related to climate change and the 
organisms the researchers studied off the 
Florida coast.    

I would like to thank all of the parents and 
families that contributed to our staff luncheon 
sponsored by the PTO in January. It is a day 
that our staff looks forward to and we 
appreciate the hard work that goes into the 
planning, cooking and delivering of lunch and 
dessert.  I am also very excited to announce 
that the PTO is working hard on Clarke’s 
fundraiser for this year. On March 11, 2016, 
the PTO will host Clarke Night Out at Waxy 
O’Connor’s in Lexington. We look forward to 
seeing Clarke families for a night of 
community, fun and fundraising for a great 
cause. I hope to see you there!	

From the PTO Co-Presidents 
Alison Arshad, alibeebs@yahoo.com 
Jennifer Velis, jennifervelis@mac.com 

Happy New Year! We hope that 2016 is off to 
a great start for everyone. Even though we 
are in the midst of winter and some of us 
would probably prefer to hibernate, the 
Clarke PTO has been busy with a variety of 
activities which support Clarke and its staff, 
students and families. One example of this 
was our recent Staff/Teacher Appreciation 

Luncheon. Thanks to Lori Benjes and her 
fantastic team of volunteers, the luncheon 
was a memorable and successful event for all 
of the dedicated Clarke teachers and staff. 
The food, decorations and flowers were 
amazing! 
  
Before vacation in December, Patricia Valda, 
Genevieve Davy and Chitra Sundar 
organized the PTO’s Book Fair which drew 
students, parents and teachers alike. We 
thank all who stopped by to make a 
purchase. Also before vacation, the PTO 
invited all families new to Clarke and the 
Lexington Public Schools to a Welcome 
Reception. It was wonderful to see so many 
new faces! Together with Mrs. Monaco and Mr. 
Wettstone, Leslie Zales and Neerja Bajaj 
did a wonderful job making sure everyone left 
the reception with their questions answered 
and with a better understanding of life at 
Clarke. 
  
In addition to our ongoing efforts including 
monthly breakfasts for teachers and staff, 
parent information sessions, and grant-
making (in November we approved $5000 of 
grants put forth by Clarke teachers), we are 
hard at work gearing up for our biggest 
fundraiser of the year, Clarke Night Out. It 
will be held at Waxy O’Connor’s on Friday, 
March 11 from 7-10pm. It’s always a fun 
evening and a great opportunity to socialize 
with friends and some Clarke staff, while 
supporting the PTO. We hope to see many of 
you there! 

PTO meetings, which are open to the entire 
Clarke community, are a good way to stay 
informed and involved. Please join us at our 
next meetings on February 11 and March 10 
at 8:30am in the Clarke cafeteria. If you’re 
unable to attend the meetings, you can find 
out what we’re up to via our website 
(www.clarkepto.org) or on the PTO bulletin 
board outside Clarke’s office. 



From the Nurses 
Ms. Motherway, 
dmotherway@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 
Ms. Towle, ,jtowle@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

NEW PHONE NUMBERS - The health office 
phone numbers have changed. Dial the 
Clarke main number (781-861-2450) and 
press #3 for the nurses. Reach Joyce directly 
at x66204. Reach Donna directly at x66404. 

FRAGRANCE SENSITIVITY AWARENESS - 
Fragrance chemicals can trigger allergies, 
asthma and migraines in many people. 
Fragrance overuse at work and school is an 
indoor air quality issue. It can have medical 
effects similar to secondhand smoke. We 
encourage you to consider using fragrance 
free hair, body and laundry products for your 
family. For more information go to http://
fragrancesensitivityawareness.weebly.com 
Thank you for making Clarke’s indoor air 
quality healthier! 

WHITSONS - Do you know Whitsons has a 
new mobile app to access information about 
school lunch menus? Check it out at 
www.Whitsons.com/LexingtonMobile 
DISMISSAL DUE TO ILLNESS - If your child 
calls/texts you to come pick them up because 
they don’t feel well, please advise them to go 
to the nurse. We will contact you after 
assessing them. 

SCREENINGS - If we sent you a letter re: 
your child’s vision or scoliosis screening, 
please give us a call or email us to let us 
know if you have scheduled an appointment 
with a provider. 

 

Clarke Drama 
Ms. Brown,   Drama Teacher 
abrown@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Blaine Krass, “Simba” from the national tour 
of The Lion King, attended the opening night 
performance of Lion King at Clarke to support 
the cast. This past October, the grade 8 
students took an acting workshop with Blaine 
on the NYC trip. After that, we arranged to 
have him come to Lexington to see our show 
and conduct a workshop with the cast and 
crew. On Friday morning, the company had 
the chance to get feedback from Blaine, work 
scenes, have a Q& Aand take photos. What a 
great opportunity for our Clarke students!  

 Blaine Krauss helps to celebrate opening of Lion King



Clarke’s Challenges 
Ms. Murphy,   Clarke Social Worker 
   eamurphy@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 
Ms. Glickman, Clarke Social Worker 
   sglickman@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

This year we are excited to infuse 
Rachel’s Challenge into our community 
as Clarke’s Challenges.  Speak with 
kindness, practice positive gossip, start 
a chain reaction, dream big, and look 
for the best in others are messages 
that your child is reminded about 
frequently throughout the year.  This 
year we adding two booster sessions 
meant to reinforce and expand on 
these life long messages.   
  
In January students participated in 
grade level Renegade Assemblies 
based on the hit song by the X 
Ambassadors.  As a group we talked 
about being a positive renegade. The 
emphasis was on resiliency, grit, and 
determination, believing in yourself and 
going against the status quo to support 
others.  They talked about examples of 
others doing this in the video then 
were asked the following questions: 
how can YOU make a difference for the 
better when everyone else says it cant 
be done? How can you make a big 
impact?, and what can you do to 
challenge everyone else who says it 
can’t be done? Each student was then 
asked to write one or two ways that 
they could commit to being a 
“Renegade”.  Students read many of 
these out loud and heard some great 
student ideas both big and small.  
Some of these ideas included: sitting 
with someone who was sitting alone at 
lunch, being nicer and more patient to 
a sibling, and telling their friend to stop 
gossiping over text. We encourage you 
to start a discussion at home and ask 
your teen what they wrote? 
  
With the help of students we are now 
planning a week long event to be held 
beginning April 4th called Respect for 
All.  Each day will have special 

announcements, songs, or activities to 
be held during WIN blocks.  The focus 
will be on treating each other kindly, 
respecting/celebrating differences and 
despite the fact that we do not always 
agree with others, we need to build a 
community that feels safe for all.   
  
Students have had the opportunity to 
participate in these assemblies in 
planning, dancing or singing and our 
hope is that if asked by teachers, 
parents, or staff they are able to name 
some of Clarke’s challenges and how 
they put them into action on a regular 
basis.   

Clarke Team updates continued next page … 



Clarke Team Updates 

�   Atlantis 6 
Mr. Rogers, Atlantis Team Leader 
rrogers@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

During a recent team block we asked our 
students to consider making New Year’s 
resolutions that might help make their world 
better. The following list is a collection that 
represents Atlantians from 2014 through this 
year, 2016. 

Atlantis’ Top Ten New Year’s Resolutions: 
  
1. I resolve to do better in school by doing all 
of my homework right when I get home 
before I do anything else. 
  
2. I resolve to respect others no matter what. 
  
3. I resolve to change all the light bulbs in my 
house. 
  
4. I resolve not to argue over small things! 
  
5. I resolve to be nice to my siblings by 
listening to them instead of ignoring them. 
  
6. I resolve to get up on time in the morning 
by cutting down on my screen time, so I get 
to bed earlier. 
  
7. I resolve to make new friends by joining 
clubs and teams and by being friendlier. 
  
8. I resolve to help make my community 
friendlier to newcomers by reaching out to 
them. 
  
9. I resolve to always go to recess! 
  
10. I resolve to never give up, always 
believing in myself and trying my hardest. 
  
11. I resolve to find my inner baby and be 
confident in front of others. 
  
12. I resolve to try to stop the mean texting 
that I have seen so much of lately. 
  

13. I resolve to support others through their 
hard times. 
  
…We tried to make it a top ten-type list but 
there were just too many good ones! 

�   Quest 6 
Ms. Richmond, Quest Team Leader 
krichmond@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Quest Math students are wrapping up their 
third unit, fractions. In this unit (Let’s Be 
Rational) they explored algorithms for adding, 
subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions 
and modeled these operations visually. In 
working through the textbook investigations, 
students worked collectively to discover 
where the fraction algorithms originate and 
why they actually work. Our most recent 
classroom quote to remember: “The one 
doing the talking is the one doing the 
learning!” 
 Quest English students are currently 
finishing their poetry unit. They have learned 
many poetic terms such as metaphor, simile, 
personification, and hyperbole, and how to 
apply their knowledge of these terms to 
analyzing poetry. Over the years, some of my 
students have questioned me as to how 
understanding figurative language will help 
them in their adult lives. Metaphors, similes 
and such seem great for discussing poetry 
and philosophy in a coffee shop. However, 
they wonder in what ways will this knowledge 
impact their daily lives.  
Well, a recent political report on NPR shows 
just how significant figurative language can 
be. In “Pentagon Gets ISIS Metaphor Wrong, 
Critics Say”, NPR reporter David Wellna 
discussed a debate around Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter's use of cancer as a metaphor in 
how to battle ISIS. Throughout the report, 
various key poetic terms that we learned 
were used: metaphor, figurative language, 
imagery.  
No matter which side of the debate your 
beliefs may fall, this report highlighted the 
importance of understanding and being able 
to analyze figurative language. We build our 
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Clarke Team Updates 
understanding of the world upon our personal 
experience. Public speakers know this and 
often use figurative language like metaphors 
and similes to compare a more removed and 
abstract concept with something closer to 
home. This poetic technique can make 
transform the complex idea into something 
that is more easily grasped. However, 
sometimes these comparisons may not be 
accurate. Learning the poetic terms and 
applying them to poetic analysis makes our 
students more ready to make thoughtful 
decisions on what they choose to believe. 
Discussing this report, or any other type of 
figurative language that you may see in the 
world, with your child could be a fun and 
engaging way to apply what your child is 
learning. It can bring discussion that we are 
having in the classroom to the either the car 
ride or the dinner table.  
 Quest Ancient Civilizations has 
wrapped up the early human research project 
and has now begun studying early farming 
and civilizations. Recently we, along with all 
the 6th grade teams, went on a field trip to 
Harvard Peabody Museum. Students spend 
time in the exhibit halls, where they saw 
fossils of ancient mammals, early human 
skulls, and minerals (science will be soon be 
starting their mineral unit). We also 
participated in some hands on activities. 
Groups worked on making fishing nets, 
cutting leather with stones, and smashing 
corn to make corn meal. These activities were 
similar to what early farmers were doing. 

�   Voyager 6 
Johnathan Schechner, Voyager Team Leader 
jschechner@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Voyager started off the New Year exploring 
Earth in space. We looked at why New Year 
celebrations happen around the world and 
explored simulations of day and night in the 
Northern Hemisphere. We are currently 
engaging in the scientific method to explore 
how the energy from the sun impacts 
different latitudes on Earth to cause the 
seasons. Students have been using solar 

panels, motors, and voltmeters as they 
collect data and learn about designing 
experiments and collecting reliable data to 
prove a hypothesis. As a culminating activity 
students will apply their understanding of the 
Earth to identify the habitability of “Earth’s 
Twin”.  
 In Voyager English, we are beginning 
our next unit on the Civil Rights movement. 
In addition to learning about the history of 
the movement in America, we will also read 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 written 
by Christopher Paul Curtis. It is a critically 
acclaimed novel and won both the Newbery 
Honor award and the Coretta Scott King 
award. Through this text, non-fiction articles, 
videos, speeches, and anecdotes, students 
will explore the roots of the Civil Rights era 
and learn about important people and events 
that define the movement. In addition to the 
Civil Rights theme, The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham, 1963 also explores ideas about 
friendship, family bonds, and overcoming 
adversity. Students will analyze these ideas 
through class discussion, literature circles, 
Socratic seminars, and written reflections. 
We have finished our third unit in CMP3, Let’s 
Be Rational. The students worked hard to 
create models that supported algorithms for 
fractions. The real challenge was to develop 
the ability to examine a problem situation and 
determine the correct operations and steps to 
solve this problem and defend the solution.  
 My favorite quote for this quarter is out 
of the University of Cambridge, online math 
challenge website, http://nrich.maths.org, 
“Mathematics is a creative subject. It involves 
spotting patterns, making connections, 
finding new ways of looking at things and 
using what you already know in new 
contexts. Creative mathematicians play 
around with examples, draw good pictures, 
and have the courage to experiment and ask 
good questions.” 
 With an understanding of what it takes 
to be an archaeologists firmly under our 
belts, we set off on a magical tour of early 
humans. Members of Team Voyager are now 
able to identify the several stages of human 
development and the progress that early 
humans made over many years. The Ancient 



Clarke Team Updates 
Civilization gods have also smiled upon our 
curriculum this year with the recent discovery 
of Homo Naledi, a new hominin that was 
found in South Africa. This amazing discovery 
not only sheds more light on how early 
humans developed over time, but also raises 
new questions about our family tree. Perhaps 
the highlight of term two was the research 
project we just wrapped up where we 
debated which evolutionary trait was the 
most important to humanity's survival. 
Members of Team Voyager sharpened their 
research paper writing skills as we practiced 
identifying reliable sources, note-taking, 
outlining, and claim writing. With the 
research papers nearly complete, the team 
eagerly awaits the live broadcast of Hominid 
Idol: Season 4. The competition will be fierce, 
but our students are up to the task! 
 

 

Members of Team Voyager stand in front of the fossil remains of a kronosaurus on our field trip to the 
Harvard Peabody Museum.

Voyager students try their hand making corn meal the old 
fashion way, using a mortar and pestle. We quickly 

learned that grinding corn for 6 hours a day using early 
stone tool was not all it’s cracked up to be.



Clarke Team Updates 

�   Columbia 6 
Mr. Murry, Explorer Team Leader 
emurray@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Columbia started this year off with making 
looking inward on what we have 
accomplished the first term of the school 
year. We looked at things that we were 
worried about last term and realized that we 
were no longer worried about opening our 
lockers and getting to class. We were now 
worried about how to succeeding in school 
and finishing the year strong. The students of 
Columbia then took the time to create our 
own SMART goals and then decided that 
during our guided study WIN block we would 
check in with each other to see what how we 
were progressing with our goals.  
 In Columbia Math, we have wrapped 
up two units on fractions, including 
conversions and operations.  We have been 
working on modeling our thinking with 
diagrams to help us develop conceptual 
understanding of the algorithms.  Last week, 
we started our geometry unit.  We are 
working on discovering and using formulas for 
rectangles, triangles, and parallelograms.  
The students are looking forward to learning 
about circles.  In our upcoming unit, we will 
be learning about percents.  You can help at 
home by sharing your strategies for finding 
tips and discounts. 
 In Science, we started the new year 
with the discussion on discoveries in space, 
we learned about how there might be a 
scientifically proven new planet and what that 
would mean for the Solar System. We also 
listened to Carl Sagan’s “A Pale Blue Dot” and 
we amazed with how small the Earth is in the 
grand Scheme of things. Recently we’ve been 
working on weather forecasting; we tracked 
Blizzard Jonas across the country and made 
our predictions on how many snow days we 
were going to get.  
 In History we discussed our early 
ancestors and what we actually know about 
them and how we know about them. We 
learned about archaeology and took the skills 
we used into practical application when we 
went to the Harvard Museum of Natural 

History where we got to use tools that early 
man would have used to create fishing nets, 
clothing and even mill grain.  

�   Explorer 7 
Ms. Paddol, Explorer Team Leader 
dpaddol@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

The Explorer team has learned a lot so far this 
year, and we are excited to keep on learning. 
  In world geography we have finished our 
Europe Unit and our Russia and the Eurasian 
Republics Unit too! Currently, we are learning 
about Africa’s climate, physical geography, 
culture, and history.  
  In English, students are writing an essay 
about a topic that they are passionate about. They 
will be submitted in the form of a "Secret Room 
Book"- a product that will give visuals to help 
prove their argument. 
  In Math, students are finishing up learning 
about linear relationships, using the book Moving 
Straight Ahead. Students are going to start the 
two-dimensional geometry unit, using the book 
Shapes and Designs. Look for the book to be 
coming home soon. On February 29 and March 1 
the seventh graders will be taking a math mid-
year assessment. This assessment will be part of 
the placement process for eighth grade. More 
details will be coming out about next year’s math 
placement. 
  In science students have been studying the 
structure and function of DNA and how cell divide 
through the process of meiosis in order to create 
gametes. All of this is about to lead us into our 
most exciting unit of the year, genetics. Students 
may come home wondering why they can roll their 
tongue or why they have dimples. Rest easy and 
know that when we are done with our genetics 
unit, students will be able to answer these and 
many other questions about the relationship 
between genes and traits. 

�   Adventurer 7 
Ms. Moll, Adventurer Team Leader 
emoll@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Adventurer Science students wrapped up 
their Ecology unit with a fun and educational 
culminating field trip to the New England 
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Clarke Team Updates 
Aquarium. Students did a great job 
constructing their 3-D DNA models to help 
them learn about DNA structure and function! 
Next will be jumping into genetics. DNA, 
proteins, genes, traits...they are all "related." 
Get it?!? We also look forward to hearing 
from a special speaker, Liz Magee, on 
February. She was an aquanaut on Mission 31 
who spent two weeks underwater doing 
research. Adventure on! 
 In geography class our students are 
just finishing Africa. Our last project was an 
oral presentation that showed their 
knowledge of the more successful nations of 
Africa. Students researched the resources 
and market needs of African countries and 
presented a sales pitch to attract an American 
company to do business in their nation. 
Before the break we'll be studying the details 
of two key factors for human development: 
clean water and electricity. 
 Students are finishing up learning 
about linear relationships, using the book 
Moving Straight Ahead. Students are going to 
start the two-dimensional geometry unit, 
using the book Shapes and Designs. Look for 
the book to be coming home soon. On 
February 29 and March 1 the seventh graders 
will be taking a math mid year assessment. 
This assessment will be part of the placement 
process for eight-grade. More details will be 
coming out about next year’s math 
placement. 
 In English, Adventurer students are 
writing an argumentative essay on important 
issues. Self-selected topics include saving the 
coral reef, recycling, media stereotypes, and 
college athletes being paid. Currently, we are 
diving into the writing process: reading, 
thinking, note-taking, categorizing ideas, 
checking our thinking and logic, creating an 
outline, and writing all the types of 
paragraphs. Be sure to look for the finished 
product in the IMC some time during 
February. 

!   Endeavor 7 
Ms. Alexander, Endeavor Team Leader 
aalexander@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Can you roll your tongue? Endeavor students 
are trying to answer this question and many 
others just like it while being introduced to 
genetics in science class. Students are also 
learning how genes determine traits.  
 In World Geography, the continent of 
Africa is being explored and students are 
reading "Long Walk to Water" by Linda Park. 
During math classes, students are finishing 
up learning about linear relationships, using 
the book Moving Straight Ahead. Students 
are going to start the two-dimensional 
geometry unit, using the book Shapes and 
Designs. Look for the book to be coming 
home soon. On February 29 and March 1 the 
seventh graders will be taking a math mid-
year assessment. This assessment will be 
part of the placement process for eighth 
grade. More details will be coming out about 
next year’s math placement.  
 A wide variety of topics will be 
represented as Endeavor team members 
complete their Secret Room Book projects for 
English class. Students self-selected topics of 
interest and read research to learn both 
positions on a point that can be argued. Be 
on the look out following February vacation 
for student work showcased in the IMC 
among the stacks of books. 

�   Apollo 8 
Ms. Gagnon, Apollo Team Leader 
jgagnon@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Apollo English students completed an 
independent book theme project just before 
winter break. A highlight of this unit was our 
“Museum Tour” of their creative expression 
pieces that showcased the theme and 
message of their independent book. Students 
used the mediums of visual art, dance, song, 
woodworking, electronic engineering, short 
story, comic book, and poetry to express their 
own interpretations of their books. Art 
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Clarke Team Updates 
creating art! Since we returned, we are 
working on an argumentative nonfiction unit, 
and exploring how journalists showcase their 
main ideas. In this unit, we also explore 
commencement speeches, TED talks, and 
documentary clips to see how people expel 
arguments. This unit will culminate with our 
own journalistic writings about life here at 
Clarke! Looking forward to these essays! 
 Apollo History students have recently 
started their examination of our Constitution 
as well as furthering their understanding of 
the structure and functioning of their 
governments. We look forward to 
researching, analyzing and discussing the 
profound affect, which our federal, state, and 
local governments have on our daily lives. 
There is much enthusiasm among students as 
they anticipate and prepare to follow the 
2016 Presidential primaries. By the 
conclusion of our Civics unit, Apollo students 
will be invited to participate in discussions 
regarding historical Supreme Court cases and 
current debates reflecting different viewpoints 
on the Bill of Rights. 
 In Math we are mostly working in the 
Linear Functions unit where we are also 
learning to use the graphing calculators. 
We're about to look at a new text book for 
the upcoming Systems of Equations unit. 

!   Challenge 8 
Ms. Kaw, Challenge Team Leader 
gkaw@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

In United States History, students continue to 
finesse their argumentative skills using primary 
and secondary sources to identify evidence to 
support their written and verbal claims. We 
continue to delve into a finer understanding of the 
United States Government with a genuine focus 
on civics and civic responsibility.  
 We also examine both the state and local 
levels of government. During the month of 
February, all 8th grade teachers will hold a mock 
town meeting during their classes in preparation 
for a voluntary 8th grade town-wide mock town 
meeting to be held on Monday, March 14, 
2-4:30pm at Cary Hall in Lexington Center. During 
the voluntary meeting, school and town officials 

volunteer their time to participate and make the 
experience as authentic as possible. Students will 
receive a field trip form in February for the March 
town meeting. 
 Math 1 students have explored functions 
and linear functions, looking at slope, 
perpendicular and parallel lines, and using linear 
functions in coordinate geometry applications. 
Math 1A students are exploring identifying 
functions, representing them in different ways, 
and finding rates of change for different 
situations. 
 In science, Challenge team students have 
been studying the periodic table and how 
everything in the universe is made up of 
elements. Students have been studying atoms and 
the subatomic particles. Students are now starting 
to relate behavior of substances to their structure. 
In the beginning of January, we had a special 
presentation from a scientist from Lincoln Lab, Dr. 
Williamson. He demonstrated several experiments 
with liquid nitrogen and the pictures for this 
presentation are posted on Mrs. Kaw’s website.  

In our upcoming English unit, Challenge students 
will be learning about satire, exploring how artists 
employ humorous irony and hyperbole to point 
out problems in society and culture. As our 
students create their own satirical pieces, they will 
take swings with their funny bones at the flaws of 
the world around them. Yes, that includes school. 
Yikes!  

�   Discovery 8 
Mr. Vincent, Discovery Team Leader 
dvincent@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

In January Discovery Science classes had fabulous 
demonstration from Dr. Williamson from the 
Lincoln Laboratory. He brought some liquid 
nitrogen and students were able to see some first 
hand connections between our science topics this 
year. Students will also be showing their ability to 
make connections between topics on our science 
midterm. We will also be continuing our unit on 
the atom and different types of chemical bonding.  
  US History classes are immersed in a unit 
on civics and government. Students have become 
adept at understanding who participates at each 
level of government (federal, state, and local), 
and the various powers that individuals and 
groups possess. They have read the U.S. 
Constitution, delved into the ins and outs of 
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Clarke Team Updates 
government structure and responsibility, and will 
soon analyze various current events issues as they 
pertain to the Bill of Rights. It is safe to say that 
Clarke’s 8th grade students now know more than 
the majority of Americans about their rights, 
responsibilities, and the people and processes that 
are in place to enforce them. The hope is that 
they sustain this informed behavior moving 
forward in their lives. 
  In Math 1 we just finished a Unit on Linear 
Equations where we looked at modeling real world 
situations with the Standard Form, Slope-
Intercept Form, and the Point-Slope Form of a 
linear function. We are starting a Unit on Systems 
of Equations and Systems of Inequalities. We will 
be looking at the various methods for solving a 
system of Linear Equation including the Graphing, 
Substitution, and the Elimination methods. We will 
also be using our graphing calculators as a tool to 
model Linear Equations and Linear Inequalities. 
  In Math 1A we just finished a Unit on 
Functions and we are starting a Unit on Linear 
Equations. We started with an activity where 
students discovered ideas about Rate of Change 
by trying to find the height of Mr. Owens in units 
of Styrofoam cups. We also looked at a problem 
where students had to determine the cost of a 
100x100 Burger from the Secret Menu of the Fast 
Food Chain In-n-Out Burger. 
  In English, we have been working on our 
"Clarke Essay," exploring and developing an 
argument (with three supporting claims, varied 
and relevant evidence and analysis) to assert our 
views on why Clarke is great or ways to make it 
(even!) better. This is the culmination of our unit 
on Argumentative Analysis. Next we move into a 
unit on parody and satire. Hold onto your hats! 

Clarke Community news continued next page … 



Clarke Team News 
 
Clarke Night Out! 
Clarke Night Out Committee, 
cno@clarkepto.org 

THE 2016 CLARKE NIGHT OUT is almost here! 

The PTO is very happy to invite the entire 
Clarke community to this year's biggest 
fundraising event. Parents, teachers and staff 
members will come together at Waxy 
O’Connor’s to celebrate St. Patrick's Day. The 
evening will be full of great and exciting 
activities. We will have a DJ, a live auction 
with wonderful surprises, a silent auction, a 
giving tree, a wine pull, and delicious 
appetizers and desserts. Tickets can be 
purchased using PayPal by visiting 
www.clarkepto.org, or you can send a check 
to the school payable to Clarke PTO, attn.: 
CNO Ticket Sales. Please note that this is an 
adult-only event. 

 

Date: March 11, 2016 
 
Time: 7 to 10 pm 

Place: Waxy O'Connor's  

Address: 94 Hartwell Avenue, Lexington 

If you are not able to attend, you can 
contribute in other ways:  
 
- by sponsoring a teacher or staff member to 
attend the event 
 
- by supporting our efforts via a financial 
contribution  
- by supporting our efforts by donating items 
to be auctioned at the event 
- by telling your friends and family to visit our 
online auction (available for bidding on March 
1) 

For more information and to execute all the 
above options visit the Clarke PTO website 
www.clarkepto.org 

We would love to hear from you. Please email 
us your questions at cno@clarkepto.org 

Supporting Clarke’s PTO makes possible many 
educational programs not funded by other 
financial sources. Thank you! 

The Clarke Night Out Organizing Committee 

Clarke Shop at Wilson Farm Day 
SUPPORT CLARKE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
and A GREAT LOCAL BUSINESS: 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
TIme: 9 AM-7 PM 

When you shop at Wilson Farm on 
Wednesday, March 2nd, for your fresh 
produce, flowers, and other grocery items, 
twenty percent (20%) of all purchases from 
the Clarke community (please encourage your 
family, friends, coworkers and neighbors) 
made on that day will go to Clarke.  

Just turn in the coupon accessible below at 
the cash register when you check out. 

Follow this link to the flyer with the coupon: 
http://www.wilsonfarm.com/v2.0/
community/shop-wilson-farm-days.html 

If you forget to bring the coupon, just let the 
cashier know at check-out that you are a part 
of the Clarke Shop at Wilson Farm Day event, 
otherwise we will not get credit for the 
purchase. 

Thank you for supporting Clarke! 

Clarke Community

mailto:cno@clarkepto.org?subject=


Clarke Team News 
PTO Parent Information 
Sessions 
Hello Clarke Community. Our Parent 

Information Series continues for the 
2015-2016 school year with some informative 
session. We look forward to sharing great 
things that are going on at Clarke as well as 
viewpoints from developmental and 
educational experts. Please join us. 

TWO SESSIONS:  
Going to 9th Grade  
Tuesday, Feb 23rd 
7-8pm  
Clarke Auditorium  

~ AND ~  

Wednesday, February 24th  
8:45 – 9:45 AM i 
Clarke Cafeteria 
  
How do students select courses? What does 
the high school day look like? Homework, 
tests, clubs, activities? How do I help my 
middle schooler transition to LHS? Join 
several LHS parents who will answer 
questions and give parents practical advice to 
help students successfully transition to high 
school. Parents should pick the best date/
time that works for them, or feel free to come 
to both. Come ready to ask questions or 
submit questions ahead of time to Manya 
Chait at lexfamily54@gmail.com. We’ll do our 
best to get to them all. 
  
Collaborative Learning & the Common 
Core 
Wednesday, March 16 
2016 8:45AM – 9:45AM 
Clarke Cafeteria 

Ever wonder why students work together in 
groups during class? How do teachers handle 
different learning styles? Why are teachers no 
longer just teaching curriculum, but also a 
grade-level skill set? The town’s educational 
standards are closely aligned with state and 
nationally mandated Common Core standards 
to help all students succeed. Clarke is 
applying these principles to the classroom on 

a daily basis and seeing great success. Come 
learn how teachers are at the forefront of 
new teaching methods and helping to 
transform education in our town. Lexington’s 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, 
Instruction and Professional Development, 
Carol Pilarski will be joined by Clarke Principal 
Anna Monaco for this informative and 
interactive session. We welcome questions 
ahead of time. Please submit to Manya Chait 
at lexfamily54@gmail.com. 
  
Meet Lexington’s New Superintendent  
Thursday April 7, 2016  
8:45 – 9:45AM  
Clarke Cafeteria 
  
Dr. Mary A. Czajkowski joined Lexington in 
July of 2015. She has been working hard to 
not only learn our school system, but also to 
manage system-wide issues and challenges, 
all while ensuring every child has a great 
education. Come hear from Dr. Czajkowski to 
learn how she is working hard for the future 
of Lexington’s students. This will be an 
interactive discussion. Feel free to submit 
questions ahead of time to Manya Chait at 

lexfamily54@gmail.com. 

Box Tops 
Sheila Callahan, Callahan.Sheila@gmail.com 

Greetings from your Box Tops Coordinator. 
I've got a bin full of box tops ready for 
counting and sorting. It sounds like a perfect 
project for a snow day! Another brand has 
added box tops to their package: Annie's 
Shells. I don't know about your house, but 
we're big fans, so remember to tear off those 
box tops and have your student drop them off 
in the Pink bin at the front desk. Also, 
Kleenex brand tissues have box tops on their 
bottoms, and this is a big time of year for 
those, so remember to turn them over and 
tear them out before they go in the recycling 
bin. The next collection is March 1, and I'm 
hoping to reach the school goal of $500 by 
the end of the year. So keep clipping and 
collecting. Let me know if you have any 
questions! 

Clarke Community
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Teacher/Staff Luncheon 
The Clarke Teacher-Staff Luncheon was a 
wonderful success this year due to the efforts 
of our amazing Clarke community. Above are 
just a few of the homemade specialities 
served on January 8th, 2016 in the Clarke 
Cafeteria.  

Many thanks to all of the families who 
donated funds toward our catered purchases, 
gave their time toward picking up and 
delivering items hot the day of the luncheon, 
prepared and delivered delicious foods, and 
arranged flower centerpieces designed by 
Colleen Smith and Flo Donaghy!  

Our set-up/clean-up crew was an enormous 
help in making the event run smoothly - 
thank you Carol Colwell, Kara Libby, 
Renee Steinbrecher, Brian Epstein, 
Patricia Valda, and Elizabeth Kochi. 

To the right you can see the reward for the 
teacher or staff member sitting in the lucky 
seat - attached to the seat was a coupon for 
first choice on a Yankee Swap - a Clarke cozy 
sweatshirt. Lots of fun was had by all - look 
forward to hosting our next All-School 
Luncheon in May and would love to have 
anyone interested join us to help at the 
event! Thank you again, and here’s a toast to 
our wonderful Clarke families and, of course, 
our devoted, talented teachers and staff!  
- The Clarke Teacher-Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon Committee  

Clarke Community

Submission Deadline for  
Spring Newsletter: 

April 15, 2016 

Please submit articles to: 
clarke.newsletter@gmail.com 

mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com

