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From the Principal 
Anna Monaco, amonaco@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us,  !

Dear Jonas Clarke Community,  !
Finally spring has arrived! I had a wonderful and 
restful April vacation and I hope that you all did 
as well. MCAS is in full swing, which is a true sign 
that spring has arrived. With all the snow that we 
had this year, the Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has 
allowed us to push back our dates for the Math 

testing by one week. This allows us a few more days to rest and 
prepare and gives our 8th graders a chance to recuperate from 
our 8th grade trip to Washington DC. Please make a note of the 
dates (listed on our website) and ensure that your child is well 
rested, has a good breakfast and is in school on time on testing 
days. We thank you for your help with this.  !
As I write this letter, we are making the final preparations for our 
trip and eagerly anticipating three educational and fun-filled days 
in Washington DC. As you can imagine, traveling with 300 people 
is never easy! I would like to thank all of the chaperones, who 
generously give their personal time for this wonderful student 
travel experience. I know they would say that it is so much fun to 
get to know our students in a different way and on the road. No 
better way to get to know people than to travel with them!  !
I would like to extend my thanks and congratulations to the 
Student Government Association (SGA) of Clarke this year for all 
their hard work on the talent show. They showed great leadership 
and organizational skills throughout the event. What a great night 
for Clarke students! I was so impressed with our student talent 
and even more so how the students supported each other. It truly 
made me proud to be a part of this school community to see 
students cheering each other on as they made their way on to the 
stage. Such brave and talented kids we have here! Thank you to 
Audra Alexander and Danielle Paddol, the faculty advisors who 
organized and ran the event with the students. Your time and 
energy is truly appreciated. I am happy to report that our first 
administration of the Middle School Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
was a success. Thank you for your interest in giving this survey to 
middle school students.                                              Continued … 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19 - Early dismissal, 5th grade 
orientation 

20 - Science MCAS I (Gr. 8) 
21 - Science MCAS II (Gr. 8) 
25 - No School, Holiday 
27 - PTO Coffee & Gr. 5 Welcome 
  !!!
2 - Teacher Breakfast by Voyager 
4 - Final PTO meeting of the year/

elections, 8:30am 
12 - Gr. 8 Social, 6:30pm 
22 - Gr. 8 Moving On Ceremony, 

7pm LHS 
23 - Last day of school

May

June
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… Principal, continued  

!
I am confident that we will be able to learn a 
lot from the results, which will be made 
available in the fall. We will be partnering 
with Diamond and the LPS Health and 
Wellness department to look at the results 
and determine areas of strength, need and 
next steps.  !
Spring is a very busy time for all and we are 
gearing up for a great season of student 
socials, concerts and sporting events. The 
School Committee has approved June 23, 
2015 as the last day of school. This will be a 
half-day for all students. In addition, we will 
have the 8th grade moving on ceremony in 
the LHS auditorium on the evening of 
Monday, June 22, 2015. More details will be 
sent out this spring.  !
It is amazing to me how fast the time flies, 
and it is hard to believe that soon we will be 
wrapping up another successful school year. 
Thank you for all the support that you have 
shown our school community. We are already 
thinking about and planning for next year! 
Enrollment is going up again and we have 
begun making plans for more space. Please 
look out for public meetings regarding our 
middle school space options and plans. Many 
decisions will be made in the next few months 
and we look forward to hearing your 
questions and feedback.  
All the best for a wonderful spring! !!

From the Health Office 
Ms. Towle, jtowle@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Ms. Motherway, 
dmotherway@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us  

http://lps.lexingtonma.org/Page/1481 

THE SUN IS SHINING, POLLEN IS SWIRLING 
AND TICKS ARE BACK! !
A reminder to use sunscreen and increase 
hydration on these warm, sunny days; use 
allergy medication if indicated; and check for 
ticks regularly. !
In June, watch for communications from this 
office about end of school year medication 
return as well as forms for the fall. !
A hearty welcome to incoming 6th Graders! 
Please note, a current physical is required of 
all incoming 6th Graders. Feel free to send 
them to the Clarke Main Office this summer.!! !
Standardized Testing and Measurement,  

Wednesday May 13, 7-8:30 pm  
at Clarke Middle School Auditorium  

(Please note evening time) 
  
Standardized educational testing and 
measurement has increased dramatically 
since most of us were students. What does it 
really tell us about our children and their 
probability of academic and life success?  
How does it compare to in-school subject 
matter testing and measurement?  
  
Daniel Koretz, professor of education at 
Harvard University, expert on educational 
assessment and testing policy and award-
winning author of Measuring Up: What 
Educational Testing Really Tells Us, will share 
his research findings and viewpoints.   Clarke 
Middle School Principal Anna Monaco will 
answer parents’ questions about testing 
philosophies and practices at Clarke. !!
!
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From the PTO Co-Presidents 
Alison Arshad, alibeebs@yahoo.com 
Diane Abe, dianeabe@verizon.net !

Dear Clarke Families,
!
It is hard to believe that the end of the 
2014-2015 school year is almost here! It 
seems like only a few months ago that the 
6th graders were wandering the hallways 
looking for their classrooms, and the 8th 
graders were embracing their newfound 
status as the “seniors” of Clarke. Now, the 
6th and 7th graders are preparing to move 
up, and the 8th graders are ready to move on 
to high school. !
We want to thank our entire PTO Board and 
Committees for all of their hard work during 
the school year. A huge thank you to our 
newsletter team of Cristina Burwell and 
Meg Muckenhoupt for putting together the 
articles, reports and announcements in an 
easy-to-read format. Cindy Snell, our 
listserv manager, has smoothly and efficiently 
delivered important weekly announcements 
each Sunday, and for that we are grateful. 
Additionally, Val Upham has kept our PTO 
bulletin board in the school’s lobby updated 
throughout the year, and Alex Xia has done 
the same with the PTO website. All of these 
volunteers have been critical in getting the 
PTO news out - thank you! !
A huge thank you to our Magazine Drive 
chairs, Beth Briggs and Kathleen Lenihan; 
our Clarke Night Out chairs, Kristin LaFond, 
Coleen McAdam and Stephanie 
Mitzenmacher; our Membership/Directory 
chairs, Kathleen Lenihan and Helen Zhu; 
our Clarke Spirit Wear coordinators, Leslie 
Forg, Jennifer Velis and Diana 
MacKenzie; our Stop & Shop A+ Rewards 
coordinator, Robin Abrams; our Book Fair 
coordinators, Patricia Valda and Genevieve 
Davy; and our Box Tops coordinator, Sheila 
Callahan. So much of what the PTO does to 
support our staff and students would not be 
possible without their efforts and hard work 
to raise money for Clarke. !

We would also like to thank Manya Chait 
and Lisa Hebert for organizing the many 
Parent Information Sessions; Claire Sheth, 
Susie Lee-Snell, Neerja Bajaj and 
Samanthi Perera for the School Socials; 
Kristin LaFond, Beth Briggs and Syed Ali 
Rizvi for organizing the 8th Grade Moving On 
Ceremony; Connie Stump and Anne 
Ghayour for Hospitality; Michelle Mabardy 
for coordinating Picture Day; Jamila Xible 
for coordinating the Library volunteers; Lori 
Benjes, Syed Ali Rizvi and Chris McEwen 
for organizing fantastic Luncheons for our 
wonderful staff; Xiaopeng Gong and Hua 
Chang for coordinating the Team Parents; 
Genevieve Davy, the METCO liaison; Leslie 
Zales and Kristin LaFond, who helped 
welcome New Families to Clarke; and Kristen 
Reed and Raana Khavandgar, our ACT 
coordinators. Finally, a huge thank you to 
Suzanne Bruno and Kiruthika 
Ramakrishnan who have served as the PTO 
Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. !
Thank you to countless other parents who 
helped make Clarke such a great place for our 
children this year. From organizing and 
bringing in food for staff breakfasts and 
luncheons, to helping with and attending 
Clarke Night Out, to subscribing to magazines 
and giving out prizes for magazine sales, to 
shelving books in the IMC, to volunteering at 
the school socials, and in a variety of other 
ways. We really and truly could not have 
done it without you. !
Working with Ms. Monaco and the rest of the 
Clarke administrative team and staff has been 
a tremendous pleasure. Time and time again, 
they made themselves available to lend a 
helping hand, to students and parents alike. A 
heartfelt thank you to all, especially Kim 
Hogan and Phyllis Ho in the front office, for 
their support. !
We wish you a great June and happy 
summer! ! !!!
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Visual Art News 
Ms. Roy, jtowle@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

The K-12 Visual Art Show opening was held at 
the Central Administration Building on 
Wednesday, May 13. Additional hours are 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. The show runs until 
Wednesday, May 27. Congratulations to all 
participants representing Clarke this year! !
Students are making progress on the mural in 
the IMC. Designed by 8th grade students, the 
mural is inspired by popular young adult 
literature. Stop by and check it out! 
(*Editorial note:  It’s fantastic!) !
Clarke art students also participated in the 
town arts celebration: Hidden Treasures on 
Saturday, May 16th. Perhaps you saw their 
contribution somewhere in Willards Woods? 
(www.facebook.com/LexHiddenTreasures) !
Congratulations to Erik Zou, this year's 
winner of Chapman University's Holocaust 
Memorial Art Contest! Erik's piece was 
inspired by the experiences of Holocaust 
survivor Franz Wohlfahrt. Contest organizers 
flew Eric to California to receive his award 
and meet Holocaust survivors. This spring the 
Holocaust Memorial Art Contest organizers 
will be hosting Erik and Ms. Roy for an 
educational and informative tour of 
Washington, DC.!

 !!!
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Clarke Team Updates 
Atlantis 6 
Mr. Rogers, Atlantis Team Leader 
krichmond@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Atlantis Top Thirteen! 
  
Since fifth graders from Bowman, Bridge and 
Harrington Elementary Schools will soon 
arrive for orientation, Atlantis Team Teachers 
asked current sixth graders to give advice 
based upon their experience this year. The 
following is a small sample of their sage 
wisdom. 
  
Dear fifth grade students,  
  
1. Don't be nervous about getting lost in the 
school, it's pretty easy to get around. 
  
2. Although Clarke might sound hard, you will 
LOVE it! You'll enjoy the extra freedom. 
  
3. Know that everything is not going to be 
perfect during this transition, but try to see 
the good things in everything. 
  
4. They sell Nachos in the cafeteria store. 
Beef & Cheese is the best! 
  
5. Don't worry if none of your friends are in 
any of your classes because you'll make tons   
of new friends with people that are in your 
classes! 
  
6. During your first couple of days at Clarke, 
find or make a friend in all of your classes so   
if you don't know how to find a classroom 
they might be able to help. 
  
7. Attend extra-curricular events. They're fun! 
  
8. BE A GOOD BULLDOG! 
  
9. Remember to always try as hard as you 
can and when things don't go your way...... 
   ....KEEP TRYING! 
  
10. You’re going to meet a lot of new friends 
in middle school. Remember to also stay 
close with the old ones. 
  

11. Try not to worry about popularity. It's 
more important to hang out with people who   
are nice to you than with people that don't 
really know who you are inside. 
  
12. Four minutes of passing time between 
classes is actually a lot so don't be worried   
about being late for class, you'll make it on 
time. 
  
The following was the advice given most often 
by Atlantis students: 
  
13. BE ORGANIZED! 
  
We sincerely hope that the advice of this 
years students will help next year's crop!!!

Quest 6 
Ms. Richmond, Quest Team Leader 
krichmond@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Quest science has begun the geology unit with 
the exciting study of rocks! From rocks we can 
understand the important processes that 
formed over millions of years the land we see 
today. What's fun about it is that to identify 
the rocks and their origins is really quite 
straight forward. Students shared their 
understanding in class presentations. Next we 
will dive deeper into continental drift, plate 
tectonics and geologic time. These are made 
even more real as we view the current events 
around the world with Chile's great volcanic 
eruptions and the tremendous earthquakes in 
Nepal. Keep an eye out on the internet and 
other media for updates on these and other 
events. !!
In Ancient Civilization we just wrapped up a 
project called Students as Teachers. A group of 
two to three students researched a topic (such 
as geography) about ancient Egypt and then 
had to create a worksheet and give a 
presentation to the whole class. While the 
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Clarke Team Updates 
group was presenting the class had to try and 
fill out the worksheet.!!
In Quest English, we will be starting our 
Traditional Literature unit, where students will 
be reading and writing their own fairytales, folk 
tales, and myths. We will investigate what 
makes a story "traditional" as well as why 
myths and fairytales continue to be retold from 
generation to generation.!!
Quest math has delved into algebra. Our 
current textbook is called Variables and Patterns. 
Try your hand at this 6th grade math problem!!!
Henry wants to buy a phone card for $5. 
Company X charges $0.34 for the first minute 
and $0.12 for each additional minute. Company 
Y charges $0.66 for the first minute and $0.13 
for each additional minute. If Henry makes just 
one call, which phone company gives him more 
minutes for $5? How many more minutes?!
a) Company Y; about 6 minutes!
b) Company X; about 4 minutes!
c) Company Y; about 4 minutes!
d) Company X; about 6 minutes!!
Answer: Company X, about 6 minutes!!

Voyager 6 
Ms. Quirk, Voyager Team Leader 
mquirk@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Voyager Math 
The Voyager math students have recently 
begun our second to last unit in 6th grade, 
Data About Us. This unit is heavy on 
vocabulary and sheds some wonderful light 
on data in the real world. The students will be 
required to think deeply, connect methods, 
reason, and justify. They will learn to 
recognize the difference between measures of 
central tendency and measures of spread. If 
you would like to continue to be part of the 
process with your child, please visit the CMP3 
website at http://mymathuniverse.com/cmp3 

. Additionally, Michigan State University has a 
dedicated CMP website which provides 
suggestions for questions as well as Math 
Background information for parents. https://
connectedmath.msu.edu/families/helping-
with-math/cmp3-grade-6/ !
Voyager Science 
Voyager science has completed a unit on 
climate and weather. The unit was wrapped 
up with a competition to see who could 
decrease their carbon footprints the most. 
The students were also very excited when 
they had the opportunity to learn about a 
sample of green technologies currently being 
developed. Before April vacation, we started 
our next unit of study geology. The unit starts 
with learning about the composition of the 
Earth through a variety of models. So far, the 
students have constructed a scale model of 
the earth's layers, that is two meters in 
diameter, and explored the materials that 
represent the properties of the different 
layers. Next, the students will have an 
explore causes and impacts of geological 
events that take place around the world.  !
Voyager English 
Voyager English students are completing our 
Traditional Literature unit with a focus on the 
Greek Myths and the reading of Heroes, Gods 
and Monsters of the Greek Myths. As we 
read, we analyzed the myths and charted our 
ideas with a look at four possible theories as 
to why the myths were created. We will now 
be writing a persuasive essay citing our own 
opinion as to the most important theory. 
Composing a clear claim statement and citing 
evidence from our reading will lead to a 
powerful and persuasive conclusion. Later in 
the year, we will be writing a play modeling 
the Greek myths and perform it in a 
competition with our peers. Our next unit 
takes us to Ancient China and the Silk Roads 
with the reading of Between the Dragon and 
the Eagle. !
Ancient Civilizations 
In Ancient Civilization students on Team 
Voyager are eager to learn about Egypt. The 
students will no doubt miss learning about 
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Clarke Team Updates 
the early civilization of Sumer, the first 
written language, and the always crowd-
pleasing Hammurabi’s Code, but their loss will 
be tempered by dreams of sugar cube 
pyramids and hands-on embalming. Students 
on Team Voyager must tread lightly however, 
as we explore the underground tombs of 
ancient pharaohs and decipher the book of 
the dead. We must be careful not to fall 
victim to the curse of the pharaoh. Egypt 
Awaits!!!

Explorer 7 
Mr. Waldek, Explorer Team Leader 
mwaldek@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

World Geography - We are currently studying 
East Asia. We are learning about the history, 
culture, and physical geography of this 
region. We are looking forward to traveling to 
South & Southeast Asia in our upcoming 
units. 
  
Science - We have completed our study or 
evolution and classification and are beginning 
an exciting unit that incorporates engineering 
into our study of the digestive and circulatory 
systems. Students will be using engineering 
and design concepts to design a pill that will 
deliver a fictional medication. Students must 
engineer the pill to dissolve in the patient’s 
small intestine rather than in the mouth or 
stomach.  
  
Math - As a reminder, Math MCAS is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 12th and 
Thursday, May 14th. Students will need a 
calculator for the second day of testing. I will 
be collecting calculators a few days prior to 
MCAS. After MCAS, students will be taking 
the Final Problem Solving Test, which is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 19th. This will be 
the last of the placement tests. Placement will 
be finalized by May 22nd, and soon 
afterward, students will be notified of their 
8th grade placement. As the year winds 
down, students will be enchanted by 
exponent rules and all the possibilities of 
probability. This year, we have focused on the 
eight mathematical practice standards. They 

have demonstrated mastery of mathematical 
discourse through verbal discussion and 
written work on posed math problems. 
Students have practiced critiquing the work of 
others to strengthen their own problem 
solving skills. Students have learned a variety 
of problem solving strategies they can utilize 
in 8th grade and in years beyond. It has been 
a pleasure getting to know each of the 
students and we wish the best for them as 
8th grade mathematicians. 
  
English - Before vacation we wrapped up 
reading The Giver and students turned in 
their final projects, which were very creative 
and interesting to see! With some mini-
lessons about how to determine an author's 
point of view, we are now ready to read The 
Omnivore's Dilemma. Your child will be given 
a weekly reading schedule which can be 
found on TeacherWeb. Due to the content of 
the book, you may encounter some 
interesting discussions at home regarding 
food and nutrition!!!

Adventurer 7 
Ms. Moll, Adventurer Team Leader 
emoll@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Adventurer students are finishing up our 
reading of Edward Bloor's novel, Tangerine. 
Because this is our last novel of the year, it is 
the one we read most closely. As we build 
upon our understanding of the literary 
elements of conflict and setting, we're 
pushing deeper into point of view, flashback, 
and theme. After Tangerine, we'll read 
Michael Pollan's The Omnivore's Dilemma 
which will ask us to look carefully at food: 
where it comes from, how it's grown and 
distributed, and why these matter. As we read 
for content, we'll also focus on Pollan's point 
of view. That is, we'll look for any hint of bias 
or agenda, regardless of whether we agree 
with his writing or not. As we enter the fourth 
quarter, we are stronger readers and writers, 
and our work will reflect that growing 
maturity. !
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Clarke Team Updates 
The Adventurer geographers will be covering 
a lot of ground in the final two months of 
school. We'll visit Asia, Oceania and Australia, 
and finish in Latin America. Our last quarter 
will be filled with projects which will allow our 
students to put together everything they've 
learned throughout the year. So buckle your 
seatbelts and away we go! !
After MCAS, students will be busy preparing 
for the Final Problem Solving Exam. The Final 
Problem Solving Test is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 19. This will be the last of the 
placement tests. Placement will be finalized 
by May 22, and soon afterward, students will 
be notified of their 8th grade placement. As 
the year winds down, students will be 
enchanted by exponent rules and all the 
possibilities of probability. This year, we have 
focused on the eight mathematical practice 
standards. They have demonstrated mastery 
of mathematical discourse through verbal 
discussion and written work on posed math 
problems. Students have practiced critiquing 
the work of others to strengthen their own 
problem solving skills. Students have learned 
a variety of problem solving strategies they 
can utilize in 8th grade and in years beyond. 
It has been a pleasure getting to know each 
of the students and we wish the best for them 
as 8th grade mathematicians. !
After completing our unit on evolution, 
Adventurer science students discovered more 
about classification and scientific names. Do 
you know the three domains of living things? 
We are now doing a biomedical engineering 
project where students will design a medical 
formulation for lactose intolerance. Through 
this process, we'll see the connection 
between the digestive and circulatory 
systems. Students will share their findings in 
a symposium-like presentation. Our next unit 
will involve looking at live protists under the 
microscope. Do you remember looking at 
paramecium and amoeba when you were in 
school? We are looking forward to our field 
trip to Northeastern's Marine Science Center 
(where Ms. Sheild went to graduate school) 
on June 9. Adventure on! 

Endeavor 7 
Ms. Alexander, Endeavor Team Leader 
aalexander@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

In Endeavor science, students have been 
learning about bacteria and viruses. Students 
took samples from places around the school 
and grew bacteria on petri dishes. Be sure to 
ask your child what places is in the school 
grew the most bacteria! Previous to our 
bacteria and virus unit, we learned about the 
6 kingdoms and discovered how organisms 
classify living things. Did you know there is a 
gall wasp who's scientific name is Preseucoela 
imallshookupis? The scientist who discovered 
that wasp must be a huge Elvis fan! When we 
return from break, students will be using the 
engineering design process to devise a pill 
that helps treat lactose intolerance. Stay 
tuned for our dissections in our human body 
unit! !
In Endeavor World Geography, we are 
cruising thorough the world. So far this year 
we have been to Europe, Africa, Central Asia, 
the Middle East, and most recently, we are 
just leaving East Asia. While studying the 
geographic, economic, political, cultural, and 
historical condition in these regions, the 
students also have developed skills including 
cause and effect, conflict resolution, historical 
reading and thinking skills, and writing claim 
and evidence statements. The amount of 
content and skills the students have 
developed thus far in quite impressive.  !
Next, we will travel to Southeast Asia. The 
students will be reading a book titled Inside 
out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai which 
tells the story of a girl who flees wartime in 
Vietnam to find safety in Alabama. The story 
and the prose will inspire the students to find 
a family story of their own and create a poem 
to share the experience with their classmates.  
We look forward to concluding the year with 
studies of South Asia and Latin America.  !
For daily updates, homework assignments, 
and references, visit the Endeavor World Geo 
website at: http://lps.lexingtonma.org/Page/
4371. 
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Clarke Team Updates 
!
Endeavor English students are becoming food 
detectives as we dive into selections from 
Michael Pollan's The Omnivore's Dilemma 
(young reader's edition). This informative text 
will challenge students to look critically at 
non-fiction to determine the author's point of 
view. The content of our mentor text will 
encourage students to be curious and make 
connections with material that has been 
covered in their other classes and current 
events in the world around them. Articles 
from a variety of sources will be used to 
enhance the reading experience of this text. 
We will also be reading Seedfolks by Paul 
Fleischman, a short story that emphasizes the 
importance of celebrating individuals who 
come together to develop a community 
garden!!

Apollo 8 
Ms. Gagnon, Apollo Team Leader 
jgagnon@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Apollo students spent the last week of April 
exploring the monuments, museums and 
memorials of Washington DC and Boston. 
This coincides with two English units based on 
the texts of Diary of Anne Frank and To Kill a 
Mockingbird in which we study the nature of 
memory and memorial. We ask the big 
questions of why and how we remember 
events from our histories. Back at Clarke, we 
continue to explore To Kill a Mockingbird as 
we think of the identities of our characters 
and our own identity. We work towards an 
understanding of self and other, as we near 
our final unit of the year based upon 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  
  
With the onset of spring, we began our study 
of the physics of motion. We have been 
rolling cars down ramps and making 
measurements to discern the basic principles 
of motion. With new equipment, we are now 
able to measure times in order to calculate 
speeds that accurately reflect the physics of 
motion. Studying speed and acceleration 
presents another opportunity to return to the 
important skill of graphing. As we return from 

break we will examine the various forces that 
cause and resist motion. Finally, energy 
occupies our final days at Clarke—how energy 
converts from one form to another, with a 
crowning project designing a device to 
convert solar energy into kinetic energy—a 
solar car! 8th grade students will have 2 days 
of Science MCAS testing in mid-May, buoyed 
by the daily practice of science and targeted  
materials students will have access to for   
independent review. !
In Math, we are getting into geometry and 
statistics, learning about the power of the 
graphing calculators and getting ready for 
math MCAS. !

Challenge 8 
Ms. Kaw, Challenge Team Leader 
gkaw@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

In English, Challenge students are currently 
reading Harper Lee's classic To Kill a 
Mockingbird and considering the complex 
relationship of identity, perspective, and 
social labels. How do the diverse characters' 
identities and perspectives cause conflict in 
the novel? How do certain characters act with 
empathy in order to work together and 
resolve conflict? How can we apply these 
concepts and topics to our own lives? One 
glance at the front page of the newspaper or 
cursory scan of the trending topics on Twitter 
reveals just how timely and resonant this 
novel can be for students in 2015. Together, 
we'll explore literature's ability to critique 
society and inspire its readers. 
  
Challenge Team U.S. History classes have 
completed their study on the Early Republic 
Era of United States History. During this time 
students engaged in a variety of projects 
using historical documents and developing 
thesis statements to share with their peers. 
As the fourth marking period continues, 
students will study the several historical 
themes of the 1800-1860 time period 
(westward expansion, industrialization, era of 
reforms, sectionalism) and then investigate 
the American Civil War. 
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Clarke Team Updates 
  
Math 1 has left algebra behind and is wading 
into statistics and geometry. They are 
exploring univariate and bivariate data 
including scatter plots, correlation, two-way 
tables, and standard deviation. Next, they will 
explore triangle congruence and geometric 
proofs. Math 1A has wrapped up algebra as 
well and is working on univariate and 
bivariate data including box-and-whisker 
plots, outliers, scatter plots, and two-way 
tables. Next up, they will tackle the 
Pythagorean theorem. 
  
In science classes, challenge team students 
have started to study physics. We have been 
calculating speed, velocity and acceleration. 
As students conduct experiments, they have 
discovered the importance of precise and 
accurate data. To gather such data, we have 
stopped using stopwatch but instead been 
focusing on using laser technology. This 
technology automatically starts and stops the 
timer when the object passes through. 
Students have been exploring this equipment 
to collect reliable data, graph the data and 
calculate slopes to investigate the physical 
world around them.!!

Discovery 8 
Mr. Vincent, Discovery Team Leader 
dvincent@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us !

Let the good times roll! U.S. History students 
are beginning the fourth quarter term paper, 
in which they will research a historical topic of 
their choice, formulate a thesis statement, 
and “prove” it using valid evidence and 
citations from a variety of sources. Recently, 
they studied the U.S. in the early to 
mid-1800s, including the presidencies of 
Washington, Adams, and Jefferson, the War 
of 1812, the rise of nationalism, and the 
Jacksonian Era. Ahead is westward 
expansion, the development of the North and 
South, and the buildup to the Civil War. 

  
In Science, we have wrapped up chemistry 
and we are beginning our investigations into 
classical physics. We began with a study of 
motion including speed and acceleration.  
Students have been actively involved using 
our CPO physics equipment with photogates 
to take precise speed measurements of 
energy cars. Students are able to graph the 
data and use slope calculating skills from 
math class to study the relationships during 
our labs. We are "moving" into a study of 
forces now. 
  
In Math 1 and Math 1A we are in the middle 
of a unit on Univariate and Bivariate 
Statistics. We will be exploring different ways 
of displaying data such as stem and leaf 
plots, frequency histograms, box and whisker 
plots, scatterplots and dot plots. We will be 
analyzing data both by hand and by using the 
the students' TI graphing calculators. 
  
In English we have been deep into our unit on 
the Holocaust, reading The Diary of Anne 
Frank and its well-known play and comparing 
how the different media bring out a different 
emphasis of their wartime experience. In DC, 
we will definitely be ready for our visit to The 
US Holocaust Museum and, with our Civil 
Rights Literature theme this year, the MLK 
monument. We have also been exploring 
various phrase patterns, especially verbals, 
and in particular, participial phrases, in our 
class and on "Grammar Tuesdays." We are 
soon moving into To Kill a Mockingbird and 
will end the year with Shakespeare's A 
Midsummer Night's Dream. 
  
Academic Support students are honing their 
writing skills by self-selecting a debatable 
topic, completing research, choosing a side to 
defend, and crafting a six-paragraph 
persuasive essay!

!
!
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Clarke Team News 
Ocean Science Club Makes Waves 
Ms. Sheild, csheild@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 
 

Ocean Science Club completed another set of 
intriguing after school sessions, which inspired 
Clarke’s budding marine scientists. For the 
second year, the club ran from January until end 
of March for ten consecutive Wednesdays.  !
There were 16 sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
students that attended each week. 
The club gave students an opportunity to delve 
deeper into marine topics that aren’t covered in 
Clarke’s science curriculum. !
A typical after school session involved a mini 
lesson about an ocean-related topic including a 
short video, followed by an activity to further 
investigate the subject matter. Topics covered 
included: how to clean up an oil spill, 

overfishing, biological illustration of marine invertebrates, mussel and squid dissections, and the 
impacts of climate change on the ocean. The last session was an “Ocean Science Symposium” 
where parents came to see what the students have been learning. Stations with activities were 
set up around the classroom, and the kids demonstrated and enthusiastically explained each 
topic. Some students commented: “It is really fun to do experiments every week.” “I liked 
learning more about the ocean and how to take better care of it.” As the group’s teacher, I hope 
students gain a deeper appreciation of our oceans and a better understanding of how to protect 
this valuable resource. I enjoy the opportunity to share my passion for the oceans with students 
who have the same interest. I’m already looking forward to next year! !!

Spiritwear! 
Leslie Forg, leslieforg@gmail.com !

Clarke Spirit Wear is back and with some brand new and really cool items to check out!  

New simplified process for ordering as well!  All orders will be done on-line directly through Tricon 
Sports making it really easy and fast to get your orders.  Deadline to place orders is Tuesday May 
26th. 

 

Here's how to order: 
Go to the following link:  https://triconsports.tuosystems.com/stores/clarke

 

Please read the instructions carefully.  It's very important that we have your child's name, and home 
room so that orders get delivered to the right students.  As always, if you'd like your purchase to be a 
surprise, we can do that for you! Tricon will hold your items at the store for pick up rather than deliver 
them to Clarke for distribution to the children. 

 

If you have any questions about sizing, it's best to head over to Tricon and take a look as we're not 
able to do any exchanges or returns.  

http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30014826/triconsports.tuosystems.com?p=eyJzIjoiZWg1WXBDYkVXWDV3S0lGVzNCN2VRemRGR2tVIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDAxNDgyNixcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3RyaWNvbnNwb3J0cy50dW9zeXN0ZW1zLmNvbVxcXC9zdG9yZXNcXFwvY2xhcmtlXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiZTllOTYyNjVjYjQ2NGYxNGE5NDEyYTgxMGE1NDYxN2RcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCJlNWNmZmQzNzQ5OTdjZGIzMWZhN2U0NjRhMGRiYjI0YzNmMGRjZDIzXCJdfSJ9


Clarke Team News 
Box Tops for Education™ Program at Clarke! 
Sheila Callahan, callahan.sheila@gmail.com 
Box Tops Coordinator !

Thanks so much to everyone who has been sending in their Box Tops! I just picked up quite a 
collection! Keep them coming! We had an awesome response to our 1st Box Tops for Education 
collection. Because we collected almost 1000 Box Tops, Clarke received a check for $98.50. Over 
the next few months please continue to collect the pink Box Tops stamps on so many products 
and return them to the collection box at the front office. If you have any questions please     
contact Clarke’s Box Tops coordinator. !!

Parent Volunteers Needed for Socials 
8th Grade Coordinator:   Samantha Perera, perera.samanthi@gmail.com !

Parent Volunteers are needed for the upcoming 8th Grade Spring Social! !
The 8th grade social is scheduled for June 12th from 6:30-8:30pm. !
Volunteers will be asked to arrive approximately 30 minutes before the social begins to help with 
set up, replenish snacks/water during the event, and assist with the clean-up. The socials are 
chaperoned by Clarke staff members. !
Please contact your child’s grade coordinator if you can help.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Submission Deadline for  
September Newsletter: 

August 20, 2015 !
Please submit articles to: 

clarke.newsletter@gmail.com 
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