
From the Principal 
Anna Monaco, amonaco@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us,  

Dear Jonas Clarke Community, 

Happy spring! It’s that time of year to get finally get 
outside and enjoy the good weather. We were lucky to 
get through a relatively calm winter but I am still 
thankful for the sunshine and warmer temperatures 
that spring brings each year. It is exciting to see all the 

sports teams gearing up for the spring season as well. 
Now that the April break is over, we are busy making 

plans for end of the year events, plays, socials, concerts and move-
up days as we start to transition 5th grade students into Clarke and 
8th graders up to the high school. Keep a look out for information on 
all of the events going on by checking our online calendar and the 
daily announcements section on our webpage. It is here that we record 
the announcements made to students every morning and afternoon 
and the best way to stay current regarding happenings around Clarke.  

Even though we are looking ahead to spring I would like to take a 
moment to say thank you to all those who have made significant 
events possible this winter. Clarke Night Out was a huge success and a 
great evening. Thanks to all of you who came out to see friends and 
meet other parents. I was also thrilled that so many of our teachers 
and staff came out to support Clarke. Thanks to the PTO for all the 
hard work in getting this off the ground. The money raised goes 
directly back to Clarke to support projects in the classroom, 
technology, scholarships, student assemblies, programs, events, and 
so much more. Your participation and support are essential and help to 
ensure that we are a successful, welcoming, and active school 
community.  

I would also like to thank all the students, staff and parents who 
helped out with our talent show this spring. It was a great event and it 
was wonderful to see so many students, staff, and parents come out to 
support our talented student body. We even had several high school 
students come back and help out with lighting and sound and teach 
our current students how it’s done. Once again, I was extremely proud 
of how supportive our students are of each other. It was great timing 
to have our talent show at the end of Respect For All week at Clarke, a 
week dedicated to learning about our differences and accepting that 
we all bring value to our community. This appreciation and support 
allowed students to showcase their interests and talents in a safe 
environment.  

Continued … 
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We are thrilled to announce that the FY17 school 
and capital budget were passed at Town Meeting 
earlier this month, which means that next year all 
7th and 8th graders will have iPads. This year we 
learned a lot about how to best integrate the 
technology into our classrooms with our iPad 
program in 8th grade, and we are confident that it 
will be even better next year. Later this spring we 
are planning on holding an informational evening 
for parents to come and hear about the iPads, 
how we are using them in school, and how they 
should also be used at home.  

We piloted a new schedule this year featuring 
three WIN (What I Need) blocks each week. Each 
week students sign up for either an enrichment 
activity, extra help from a teacher, or a chance to 
get some work done. We are continuing to work 
on the logistics of this schedule and we are 
currently looking for parent feedback as well. A 
survey link was sent to all families on April 26 via 
email, but you can also find the link on our 
website under WIN. Please take a moment to give 
us your feedback so that we can better 
understand what our students need.  

Thank you to all of your for your continued 
support. Enjoy the spring weather and we hope to 
see you soon. 

From the PTO Co-Presidents 
Alison Arshad, alibeebs@yahoo.com 
Jennifer Velis, jennifervelis@mac.com 

Wow! It is almost the end of another school 
year - it’s amazing how fast the time flies! 

Before you know it the Clarke class of 2016 will be 
graduating and they will be heading off to LHS or 
another fine institution. 

This year has been filled with many great 
memories and we would like to thank all of the 
amazing people who helped create them. We 
would especially like to thank a number of PTO 
volunteers who will be leaving Clarke this year 
when their 8th graders graduate. 

One such person is Kiruthika Ramakrishnan. 
Thank you, Kiruthika, for steering the PTO as 
treasurer for the last few years. We appreciate 
your patience with our many questions and for 
working so hard to keep the budget balanced. We 
couldn’t have done all we did without your 
guidance and expertise. 

A HUGE thank you to Lori Benjes who was 
instrumental in pulling off the famous and ever-
popular Staff Appreciation Lunches. Thank you for 
always making them special, the staff will be 
forever grateful. 

Genevieve Davy, we thank you for all of your 
work as METCO liaison and for helping to 
orchestrate an amazing October potluck in Boston. 
Also, your work on the Book Fair, Socials, and CNO 
was greatly appreciated. You were always there 
with a smile. 

The wizard behind the website was Alex Xia. 
Thank you, Alex, for always being so responsive 
and helpful, you always made it look so easy. 

We will miss the presence of Jen Vogelzang. 
When she had a task, it was always well done. 
Thank you for helping make Spirit Wear and 
Wilson Farms Day successful…we knew they would 
be once you touched them. 

Leslie Zales has worn many hats at Clarke over 
the years, most recently as the parent behind the 
New Families Receptions. Leslie, your warmth and 
enthusiasm offered an incredible welcome to 
Clarke’s new families, and your shoes will be hard 
to fill. 

Thank you to Sheila Callahan for making BOX 
TOPS a part of Clarke. We know you will never 
look at a box of cereal the same! 

The Parent Information Sessions were masterfully 
pulled together with the help of Manya Chait. 
Thank you for taking the time to coordinate such 
interesting and timely topics. 

Photo Days are what hold our memories during 
these years that flash by like lightning. Thank you 
to Michelle Mabardy for making sure our kids 
had clean faces and bright smiles. 

Patricia Holguin does not have a graduating 
child, (thank goodness we have her for another 
couple of years! We promise to make good use of 
her.), but we all have to give her a standing 
ovation for her effort on the Clarke Night Out 
event. Patricia was the sole leader of the event 
and made sure every last detail was well thought-
out. Because of her diligence, CNO was a stunning 
success, so much more than we ever imagined. 
Thank you for making it fun and lucrative! 
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We would be remiss if we didn’t give 
acknowledgement to the heart and soul of Clarke. 
All of us know that we are extremely fortunate to 
have such a fabulous and fearless leader in Anna 
Monaco and, with her, the dedicated and truly 
awesome administration and staff. Kim and 
Phyllis, thank you for putting up with each and 
every one of our requests, sometimes small and 
sometimes just downright unreasonable. You 
tolerate us with a level of patience that is worthy 
of sainthood. 

Before we know it the wide-eyed current fifth 
graders will come sniffing around Clarke to see 
what it has in store for them. We can give them a 
wink knowing that they are a lucky group and 
great things await them. Thank you to each and 
every one of you for parenting these great 
students, it really does take a village 

Spring Drama Performance 
Ms. Brown, Drama Teacher 
clarkedrama@aol.com  

Clarke Middle School presents The 
Jungle Book.  Mowgli, a young boy, 
wanders away from his village and is 
raised in the jungle by wolves. n this 
adventure we see how the silly 

monkeys and the snake, Kaa, steer Mowgli down 
the wrong path until he learns about the 
importance of family and his own inner strength in 
his quest to find his identity.  

This production of The Jungle Book will be 
presented at the Massachusetts Middle School 
Drama festival on Sunday, May 1 and at Clarke on 
May 19 & 20. This version of the Rudyard Kipling 
story has been written by Greg Banks and 
adapted by the cast to fit the guidelines for 
festival. In fact, the company has composed 
original music to accompany and underscore the 
story.  

Clarke Middle School has been selected to 
represent the USA at the World Festival of 
Children’s Theatre in Toyama, Japan this summer 
and we will be bringing our production of The 
Jungle Book to showcase in front of a world 
audience. During the week at festival, the 28 
Clarke students will attend performances, 
participate in workshops, and meet young people 
from all over the world.  

This entire process of preparing a show to take to 
Japan is being filmed as part of a documentary in 

conjunction with LexMedia. We are very excited to 
have our story told in this format.  

Performances at Clarke are Thursday, May 19 
and  Friday, May 20 at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $5 
and will be available at the door. We will also have 
basket raffles at the performances to help raise 
funds for travel to Japan. 

From the Nurse 
Ms. Motherway, 
dmotherway@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Ms. Towle, jtowle@sch.cu.lexington.ma.us 
Clarke Wellness Dept.  (781) 861-2450 x2080 

THE SUN IS SHINING, POLLEN IS SWIRLING 
AND TICKS ARE BACK! 

A reminder to use sunscreen and increase 
hydration on these warm, sunny days; use 
allergy medication if indicated; and check for ticks 
regularly. 

In June, watch for communications from this office 
about end of school year medication 
return as well as forms for the fall. 

A hearty welcome to incoming 6th Graders! Please 
note, a current physical is required of 
all incoming 6th Graders. Feel free to send them 
to the Clarke Main Office this summer. 
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From the Wellness World 
Ms. Williams, 
jwilliams@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 
Clarke Wellness Dept.  (781) 861-2450 
x2080 

The physical education classes just finished a unit 
on volleyball. Skill development and game play 
were the main focus. At the end students were 
divided up into teams and competed in a round 
robin tournament. Teams quickly figured out that 
it isn’t always skill that wins games but 
communication and teamwork are just as 
important.  

After vacation activities on the agenda include Big 
Ball Mat Ball, Street Hockey, Racket Smacket, 
Badminton, Spikeball, Ultimate Frisbee. We plan 
to be outside as long as the weather cooperates. 

The big news in the gym is that the locker rooms 
are closing down for renovations. We are 
collecting gym locks the first week in May. 
Starting May 2, students will be in what we call 
“elementary PE mode” which means they should 
wear athletic attire to school. This would include 
sneakers, athletic shorts, and a t-shirt. 
Sweatpants or yoga pants are acceptable. If 
students want to change their shirt they may stop 
at the nearest bathroom on their way to the gym 
and quickly change. We understand this is an 
inconvenience but we all need to do our best to be 
properly prepared to participate fully in PE class. 
The good news is that we will have brand new 
locker rooms next year. 

Clarke Team News! 

Atlantis 6 
Mr. Rogers, Atlantis Team Leader 
krichmond@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Atlantis Top Thirteen! 
  
Considering that 5th graders from Bowman, 
Bridge and Harrington Elementary Schools will 
soon arrive for orientation, Atlantis Team Teachers 
asked current sixth graders to give advice based 
upon their experience this year. The following is a 
small sample of their sage wisdom. 
  
Dear 5th grade students,  

  
1. Don't be nervous about getting lost in the 
school, it's pretty easy to get around. 
  
2. Although Clarke might sound hard, you will 
LOVE it! You'll enjoy the extra freedom. 
  
3. Know that everything is not going to be perfect 
during this transition, but try to see the good 
things in everything. 
  
4. They sell nachos in the cafeteria store. Beef & 
Cheese is the best! 
  
5. Don't worry if none of your friends are in any of 
your classes because you'll make tons of new 
friends with people that are in your classes! 
  
6. During your first couple of days at Clarke, find 
or make a friend in all of your classes so if you 
don't know how to find a classroom they might be 
able to help. 
  
7. Attend extracurricular events. They're fun! 
  
8. BE A GOOD BULLDOG! 
  
9. Remember to always try as hard as you can 
and when things don't go your way.... 
    ....KEEP TRYING! 
  
10. You’re going to meet a lot of new friends in 
middle school. Remember to also stay close with 
the old ones. 
  
11. Try not to worry about popularity. It's more 
important to hang out with people who are nice to 
you than with people that don't really know who 
you are inside. 
  
12. Four minutes of passing time between classes 
is actually a lot so don't be worried about being 
late for class, you'll make it on time. 
  
The following was the advice given most often by 
Atlantis students: 
  
13. BE ORGANIZED! 
  
We sincerely hope that the advice of this year’s 
students will help next year's crop! 
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Columbia 6 
Ms. Mr. Murray, Columbia Team Leader 
emurray@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

The Columbia team has been working hard this 
term with many different projects in many 
different areas, as well as taking the MCAS for 
English. In Ancient Civilizations with Mr. Schirippa 
students have been learning about life and the 
class system in ancient Egypt.  
  
In Math with Ms. Paquette, we have been working 
with data and variables in algebra. We’ve been 
learning the difference between independent and 
dependent variables and how to graph them. 

In Science with Mr. Murray students have been 
working on the rocks and minerals. We started 
with discussing what is a mineral and then grew 
some different types of crystals in class. Over 
April vacation we collected different rock samples 
from all over the world. Now we are working on 
identifying them and making inferences on how 
that area of the world was geologically formed. 

 Finally, in English class with Ms. Payne we have 
been working with different types of informative 
texts. We have been working with writing an 
article for a newspaper. We hope to be publishing 
our own newspaper soon. 
 

Quest 6 
Ms. Richmond, Quest Team Leader 
krichmond@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Quest Ancient Civilizations is currently studying 
ancient Egypt. Students have studied different 
engineering designs the ancient Egyptians 
invented, the importance of the Nile River, and 
key vocabulary. In class, small groups of students 
were assigned different topics about Egypt and 
had to research that topic, write a script, and put 
on a skit for their classmates. We are now 
beginning the Egypt iMOVIE project. 
Like the other sixth grade English classes, Quest 
English is reading and analyzing informational 
texts. Students have also been trying their hand 
at writing different types of newspaper genres. 
While practicing writing feature articles, the Quest 
students got creative and injected themselves into 
the headlines! Through this activity, we got a 
glimpse into the future and found out what great 
things the students of Quest are going to 
accomplish. Over the next several years, be on 

the lookout for news about Quest student curing 
athlete’s foot, human cancer, and canine cancer. 
You may also read about our future explorers who 
discover animals once believed to be extinct, find 
lost ancient cities, and uncover the first ever 
soccer stadium. They plan on devising a way to 
clone humans and inventing flying cars as well as 
self scoring soccer balls. Albert Einstein once said 
that, “Imagination is more important than 
knowledge.” Well, from what I can tell, from the 
amount of knowledge these students are acquiring 
this year coupled with their great imagination, 
their futures are limitless and the world has a 
bright future ahead!  

Are you smarter than a 6th grader? Check your 
knowledge of Box & Whisker Plots by trying to 
answer the questions below. As part of our Data 
Analysis unit, Quest Math students are learning 
how to interpret the results of this interesting type 
of data display. Ask your child for the correct 

answers (and what are the “whiskers” all about?!) 
and now, some silly sixth grade humor… 
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Voyager 6 
Ms. Quirk, Voyager Team Leader 
mquirk@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Voyager English students have been busy 
analyzing and writing different types of 
informational texts all in preparation for a 
collaborative newspaper project beginning after 
April break. Students will select a global issue 
they are passionate about and research, write and 
edit their own articles. Students will be writing 
news articles, features, reviews, editorials and 
advertisements all related to their topic and then 
organize their writing in a magazine or newspaper 
format. Students will get to demonstrate 
teamwork, creativity, leadership, and 
resourcefulness throughout this unit! Once we 
wrap up informational texts, we will begin our final 
unit of the year: traditional literature. We will read 
classic texts, from fables to legends to fairytales 
to myths. We will practice both our argumentative 
and narrative writing skills as we analyze the 
purpose of myths across various cultures and 
rewrite fairytales with a modern spin. Finally, we 
will work in collaboration with Mr. Schechner’s 
Ancient Civilizations class and write, design, and 
perform an original Greek myth. It’s an exciting 
end to the year in English! 

In Ancient Civilizations we wrapped up our study 
of Mesopotamia and came away with a new 
appreciation of epic literature and the 
accomplishments of Gilgamesh and Enkidu. While 
Voyager learned about the many contributions and 
inventions of the Mesopotamians, we also made 
the interesting yet sad connection that many 

Mesopotamian artifacts are being destroyed and 
looted by member of ISIS. We learned about the 
tragic destruction and ongoing threat to famous 
antiquities throughout ancient Mesopotamia, 
(which included modern Syria), as well as the 
modern day “monument men” who are risking 
their lives to save these world treasures. While we 
are sad to be leaving Mesopotamia, we all look 
forward to our upcoming study of Ancient Egypt. 
In Voyager Science we have just completed our 
weather and climate unit. The students did an 
incredible job designing and carrying out their own 
science investigations to learn about the 
difference in heating of the Earth’s surface. Some 
students used their own sand and water samples 
they brought in from their travels around the 
world. We had exciting experiences as students 
used Tirrell burners and bend glass as they 
learned about the water cycle. After April vacation 
we will began the geology unit. During this unit 
students learn about how dynamic the Earth really 
is. 

The Voyager math students recently began our 
second to last unit in 6th grade, Data About Us. 
This unit is heavy on vocabulary and sheds some 
wonderful light on data in the real world. The 
students will be required to think deeply, connect 
methods, reason, and justify. They will learn to 
recognize the difference between measures of 
central tendency and measures of spread.  

If you would like to continue to be part of your 
child’s successful math experience please take a 
look at Jo Boaler’s recent article on 6 Ways to 
Support Your Child’s Mathematical Development, 

which can be found 
at: 

www.youcubed.org/
6-ways-support-
childs-
mathematical-
development. 
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Michigan State University has a dedicated CMP 
website which provides Math Background 
information for parents. https://
connectedmath.msu.edu/families/helping-with-
math/cmp3-grade-6/ 
  

Explorer 7 
Mr. Waldek, Explorer Team Leader 
mwaldek@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

 Explorer Team has been exploring so many new 
concepts over the last few months. We can’t 
believe it is almost May, however, there is still so 
much to learn! 
  
In Math, MCAS is fast approaching and will be held 
on May10th and May 12th. Students will need to 
bring their own calculator to use for MCAS. Also, 
students will be taking the last two placement 
assessments in May: a computation skills 
assessment and a problem solving assessment. 
Math placement will be completed during the week 
of May 16th thru May 20th. Students are finishing 
up learning about probability and will start 
learning about statistics in the book Samples and 
Populations.  
  
In Science, students have been studying plants 
and the process of photosynthesis. In conjunction 
with their reading of The Omnivore's Dilemma in 
English, students have begun experimenting with 
hydroponics as an alternative to large corporate 
farms. Students are testing the efficacy of two 
different hydroponic nutrient solutions to see 
which generates better growth. They will then 
develop an argument for or against the use of 
hydroponics in the farming industry. 
  
In Explorer English, we are continuing our 
investigation of nonfiction texts (and our industrial 
food system) by reading The Omnivore's Dilemma 
by Michael Pollan. Our unit will culminate with a 
RAFT project, where students will be able to 
communicate what they've learned in our unit by 
choosing a Role, their Audience, their Format, and 
their Topic. 
  
In World Geography, we have been studying 
Southwest Asia. We have learned about the three 
monotheistic religions that began in this region, 
the valuable natural resources found there, and 
much more. Now we are beginning our unit on 
East Asia. 

Adventurer 7 
Ms. Moll, Adventurer Team Leader 
emoll@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Adventurer Geographers have a lot of the world to 
explore. Right now we're in East Asia, but soon 
we'll be travelling to Southeast Asia, South Asia, 
and Oceania. 

We also have special congratulations for the 
students who participated in the MWRA 
competition this year. Some students entered the 
writing challenge to address how the MWRA could 
spread the word to community leaders of the 
availability of Bay State Fertilizer. Congrats to 
Sophie Munn who made it to the final judging 
round. 

Most students made posters that showed the 
health uses for clean water. Congrats to students 
who made it to the final round: Maya 
Subramanian, Elise Weiss, Sunwoo Baik, William I, 
Linda Chen, Sophia Martin, Darren Tswei, Anita 
Keltcher, Anna Honohan, and Joy Gong. Out of 
over 4,000 entries, Anna Honohan was awarded 
third place, and Joy Gong was the winner. Anna, 
Joy, and the other winners will be honored at a 
ceremony held on Deer Island in May. 

Math MCAS is fast approaching and will be held on 
May 10 and May 12. Students will need to bring 
their own calculator to use for MCAS. Also, 
students will be taking the last two placement 
assessments: a computation skills assessment, 
and a problem solving assessment in May. Math 
placement will be completed during the week of 
May 16t thru May 20. Students are finishing up 
learning about probability and will start learning 
about statistics in the book Samples and 
Populations.  

In English, Adventurer students have been 
thinking a lot about food as we read Michael 
Pollan's The Omnivore's Dilemma. We are 
considering where it comes from, how it's grown 
and distributed, and why these matter. As we read 
for content, we are also focusing on Pollan's point 
of view. We're looking for any hint of bias or 
agenda, regardless of whether or not we agree 
with his ideas. Now that we're in the fourth 
quarter, students are stronger readers and 
writers, and their work reflects that growing 
maturity. 
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Adventurer science students are growing in 
knowledge about plants. Maybe you saw their 
"seed necklaces" before vacation where kids saw 
seeds germinate right before their very eyes! We 
are growing lettuce hydroponically using two 
nutrient solutions, BioThrive and Dyna-gro. 
Students are monitoring and photographing the 
plants to see which fertilizer promotes the most 
growth. Since students are reading The 
Omnivore's Dilemma in English, we are discussing 
environmental topics pertinent to the book such 
as the benefits of growing plants hydroponically 
and the nitrogen cycle. After our plant unit, protist 
specimens will be examined under the 
microscope. The adventur' continues! 
 

Endeavor 7 
Ms. Alexander, Endeavor Team Leader 
aalexander@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

In Endeavor World Geography, we are studying 
East and Southeast Asia. A highlight in these units 
included a comparison of the Korean and the 
Vietnam Wars. To describe the personal effects of 
war, the students began to read a novel titled 
Inside Out and Back Again which tells a fictional 
story of a teenage girl who had to flee Vietnam 
with her family during the War. In addition to the 
content, new skills the students recently learned 
included annotated and visual note taking, cause 
and effect, and critical thinking.  

In Science, students are growing lettuce 
hydroponically using restaurant to-go containers. 
In our hydroponic lettuce experiment, we are 
exploring which nutrient solution, bio-thrive or 
dyna-gro, produces the most lettuce. Once the 
lettuce is harvested, we will give the produce to 
the school cafeteria and it will be incorporated into 
a lunch item. Students have even submitted 
possible recipes that the cafeteria can use the 
lettuce in.  

Throughout this experiment, students are learning 
about the environmental benefits of hydroponics 
and connecting these themes to the book they are 
reading in English, The Omnivore's Dilemma. In 
English, students are making their way through 
selections from Michael Pollan's The Omnivore's 
Dilemma (young reader's edition). In the 
introduction author Michael Pollan reports that his 
journey as a “food detective” began in his quest to 
answer the question “how do we know what to 
eat?” The research he gathered is organized and 

presented in a variety of engaging ways. As 
readers, students are paying attention to the 
details and clues to determine the author's point 
of view.  

At the end of the introduction Michael Pollan 
writes the point of this book is “to help you 
rediscover the pleasures of food and learn to 
enjoy your meals in a new way.” Ultimately, 
students will determine whether or not Michael 
Pollan delivers what he promises in the 
introduction. Readers may or may not agree with 
all of the points made in this book and it is 
possible that there will be more questions than 
answers at the end. Hopefully students will be 
motivated to search for answers beyond the pages 
of this book and consider alternative points of 
view!  

In Math, the MCAS is fast approaching and will be 
held on May 10 and May 12. Students will need to 
bring their own calculator to use for MCAS. Also, 
students will be taking the last two placement 
assessments: a computation skills assessment, 
and a problem solving assessment in May. Math 
placement will be completed during the week of 
May 16 through May 20. Students are finishing up 
learning about probability and will start learning 
about statistics in the book Samples and 
Populations. 

Apollo 8 
Ms. Gagnon, Apollo Team Leader 
jgagnon@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Last week we completed our fifth English unit of 
study: Memorial and Legacy in Literature. In this 
unit, we spent weeks studying World War II and 
the Holocaust, and used this foundation to 
understand The Diary of Anne Frank in a more 
complete manner. We also studied primary 
sources—poetry, diary entries, illustrations—to 
assess how we collectively remember events in 
our history. This unit culminated with a special 
Apollo Movie night gathering when we watched 
“The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” as a group, and 
followed the viewing with a movie yalk. We look 
forward to taking this knowledge with us on the 
Washington DC trip and the Boston trips later this 
week. 

We now move our attention back to American 
history with Harper Lee’s classic, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. We will analyze the ways in which 
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this novel continues (or not) to be relevant in 
today’s conversations of race and class. We will 
pay special attention to what factors influence an 
individual’s perspective, and how we can come to 
respect those who have a different perspective 
from our own.  

Apollo Math: MCAS is rapidly approaching and we 
are doing a little review here and there. Students 
in Math 1 have finished up the unit on Data and 
will be focused on Geometry and Statistics for the 
remainder of the year. Students in Extended have 
exponential functions to look forward to as well as 
reading a mathematical novel for class in the 
coming weeks. 

Apollo Science: We finish the year with Physics 
and Science MCAS (May 17 and 18)! We have 
spent just over one class period using old MCAS 
questions for practice and to identify areas of 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade science in which individuals 
might be weaker than other topics. Students have 
been given resources (Powerpoints and 7th grade 
notecards) for review with the advice to target 
their weaker areas. After learning about the basics 
of motion physics in classrooms mixed by team, 
we are back to our “home team” for learning 
about force and energy, as well as two fun 
projects that will both instruct and review these 
topics as we close the year. 

In History class, our young Apollo historians have 
recently completed their study on “The Age of 
Jackson.” During this time students have explored 
President Andrew Jackson’s influence on the 
social, economical and political changes, which 
transpired during the early to mid 1800 time 
period. Furthermore, students are now beginning 
their term paper entitled “Silent Voices of History,” 
in which they will research a topic of their choice 
which they believe should be given more attention 
in our U.S. History curriculum and/or textbook. 
Students will formulate a thesis statement and 
prove it with credible evidence and citations. 
 

Challenge 8 
Ms. Kaw, Challenge Team Leader 
gkaw@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Challenge Team Math 1 students are exploring 
geometry and bivariate statistics concepts such as 
scatter plots, correlation, two-way tables, and 
transformations, with the Pythagorean Theorem 
up next. Math 1A students have already 

conquered the Pythagorean Theorem and 
transformations and are about to explore 
exponent rules and scatter plots in more detail. 
  
Challenge Team U.S. History classes have 
completed their study on the Early Republic Era of 
United States History. During this time students 
engaged in a variety of projects using historical 
documents and developing thesis statements to 
share with their peers. As the fourth marking 
period continues, students explore the several 
historical themes of the 1800-1860 time period 
(Westward Expansion, Industrialization, Era of 
Reforms, Sectionalism) and then investigate the 
American Civil War. 
  
In Science, students have started studying physics 
by understanding the basics of motion. The grade 
8 science teachers differentiated students learning 
by dividing them amongst three groups to allow 
us to better meet students’ academic needs. 
Through the end of the unit survey, we learned 
that most of the students enjoyed their experience 
and felt challenged by their individual teachers. 
Upon return to their original teachers, we started 
studying how to use lasers to gather data and 
calculate acceleration of various cars on ramps.  

In English, Challenge students are wrapping up a 
study of Anne Frank's story, comparing portions of 
Diary of a Young Girl to the dramatized version of 
the diary and examining how different authorial 
purposes impact the end products. We will soon 
begin reading Harper Lee's classic To Kill a 
Mockingbird and considering the complex 
relationship of identity, perspective, and social 
labels. How do the diverse characters' identities 
and perspectives cause conflict in the novel? How 
do certain characters act with empathy in order to 
work together and resolve conflict? How can we 
apply these concepts and topics to our own lives? 
One glance at the front page of the newspaper or 
cursory scan of the trending topics on Twitter 
reveals just how timely and resonant this novel 
can be for our students today. Together, we'll 
explore literature's ability to critique society and 
inspire its readers. 
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Discovery 8 
Mr. Vincent, Discovery Team Leader 
dvincent@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

The Discovery Team is hard at work for the home 
stretch of the school year. 
  
In English, we have been involved in our Memorial 
unit, learning about the Holocaust in general and 
reading selected entries of Anne Frank's Diary and 
parts of the play based on it. We have also 
learned about Appositive Phrases and will return 
to that soon. When we return from the field trips, 
we will write a poem based on a memorial that we 
find powerful, one that “speaks to us.” Soon after, 
we will be reading the American classic, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. 
  
In Math 1 classes we will be doing a series of 
statistics and geometry units for the remainder of 
the year. Following the Washington DC trips we 
will doing a unit on the Pythagorean theorem 
including both visual and algebraic proofs for why 
it works. After that we will be doing a unit on 
standard deviation and normal distribution where 
we will again be using the graphing calculator as a 
tool for analyzing data. 
  
In Math 1A classes we will be doing a series of 
statistics and geometry units for the remainder of 
the year. Following the Washington DC trips we 
will doing a unit on the Pythagorean theorem, 
including both visual and algebraic proofs for why 
it works. After that we will be doing a unit on 
frequency histograms, box and whisker plots, and 
scatter plots where we will be using the graphing 
calculator as a tool for analyzing data. 
  
U.S. History students are beginning their fourth 
quarter term paper, in which they will research a 
historical topic of their choice, formulate a thesis 
statement, and “prove” it with valid evidence and 
citations. This project will be the culmination of all 
the skills they have been developing in class this 
year. Recently, they studied the early government 
of the U.S., including the presidencies of 
Washington, Adams, and Jefferson, the War of 
1812, the rise of nationalism, and the Jacksonian 
Era. Ahead is westward expansion, the 
development of the North and South, and the 
buildup to the Civil War.  

In Science, students have completed the 
beginning of our physics unit. We started with a 
week and half of differentiated lessons where 

students from all teams were mixed up to learn 
the beginning of our motion unit. Some students 
worked on an independent project while others 
worked on learning speed, velocity and the 
graphing of motion. Students all returned to the 
Discovery Team to gather data on and investigate 
acceleration using our CPO ramps and timers. Our 
next major topics after the Washington DC trip are 
forces, gravity, and Newton's laws. 

Clarke Spiritwear 
Betsy Wilkinson, betsy@myemline.com 

Clarke Spirit Wear is back and with some brand 
new and really cool items to check out!  
All orders will be done online directly through 
Tricon Sports & will be shipped to your home free 
of charge. No paper forms at all! The website is 
live Monday April 25th and will shut down on 
Friday May 13th at midnight.  
  
Here's how to order - Go to the following link 
which will also be posted on the Clarke Website: 
  
http://triconsports.tuosystems.com/stores/
clarkespring16  
  
If you have any questions about sizing, it's best to 
head over to Tricon Sports, 415 Waltham St. and 
take a look as we're not able to do any exchanges 
or returns 

Clarke Night Out - Financials 
Patricia Holguin, Clarke Night Out Chair 

Thanks to the great support of the Clarke 
community the 2016 Clarke Night Out (CNO) was 
an overwhelming success. The CNO committee 
was able to raise over $21,000, net of expenses. 
The auction alone generated approx $17,000 and 
the balance of funds were raised from direct 
donations to the CNO from school families and 
from wine and gift card sales. We were able to 
fund expenses from ticket sales while keeping 
expenses to approximately 16% of total funds 
raised. 

Thanks again to all the families who attended the 
event, donated items to CNO, or supported us 
with their financial contributions, and to all school 
teachers and staff members who donated their 
time and organized activities for the kids, which 
were sold at the auction. 
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In addition, thanks to all businesses who 
generously donated items to the auction. Finally, a 
very special thank you to all the CNO volunteers 
who invested many hours in organizing this great 
event. Without them the CNO wouldn't have been 
such a success! 

Until the next CNO! 
 

Stop & Shop Program Earnings 
Robin Abrams, abrams_robin@hotmail.com 

Great news!!!! Stop and Shop has posted the final 
results for the 2015-2016 academic year. The 
program for this school year concluded in March, 
and the earnings for Clarke are terrific.Our total 
earnings for this school year are......$1185.55!  

Thank you to all of our loyal and dedicated 
participants for making this possible! We could not 
have done this without your help and support. All 
of the earnings from this program will be used to 
support students and staff at Clarke, helping to 
make our school such a fabulous place for our 
children to learn and grow.  
  
Until we start again this fall, best wishes to all, 
and thank you so much. 

Open PTO Positions for Next Year 
Alison Arshad, alibeebs@yahoo.com 
PTO Co-President 

Check out how you can get involved in the PTO 
the 2016/17 school year on our website at: 
http://clarkepto.org/mission/clarke-pto-open-
board-positions-2016-%C2%AD17 
From helping with our Box Top efforts, to 
organizing twice yearly Welcome Receptions for 
new families, to being a Team Parent, and much 
more, there is something for everyone. If you 
would like to volunteer for a position or have any 
questions, please email Alison Arshad above. 

Clarke Site Council 
Alison Arshad, alibeebs@yahoo.com 
PTO Co-President 

For those of you who would like to get involved in 
Clarke's advisory committee, the Clarke Site 
Council is seeking two parent volunteers to serve 
a two-year term starting in the 2016-2017 school 
year. The candidates must have a child at Clarke 
during the length of their term. The Council 
advises the principal on setting and evaluating the 
school goals, as required by the LPS 
administration, as well as with other issues. The 
Council typically meets once a month at a 
mutually agreeable time. More information is on 
the Clarke website: http://lps.lexingtonma.org/
domain/288 If you are interested, please email a 
short summary (up to 250 words) of your 
qualifications and interest to Alison Arshad 
(alibeebs@yahoo.com) by Wednesday, May 18th. 
The two parent candidates will be selected 
through a ballot election, if necessary, by the 
Clarke parents. 
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Friday, May 20 

Please submit articles to: 
clarke.newsletter@gmail.com

mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com

