
From the Principal 
Anna Monaco, amonaco@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us 

Dear Jonas Clarke Community,  

It is hard to believe that we are wrapping up another 
school year! As usual, there is a flurry of activities at the 
end of the year, which makes the time go even faster. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Clarke 

PTO and all of you as members of the PTO for your support 
throughout this entire school year. Supporting the PTO looks 

very different for all of us. If you came to a meeting, volunteered your 
time, helped with an event, came to a coffee, attended a fundraiser, 
baked something delicious for a luncheon or breakfast or simply 
supported us with your membership we appreciate it greatly.  Without 
you this connection would not be as strong as it is.  

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the amazing 
accomplishments that the PTO has supported this year. The mini grants 
that are provided to teachers enrich the lives of all of our students. This 
year we had a great deal of support for World Language week including 
a mariachi band in the cafeteria for everyone to enjoy and lots of help 
for a fabulous international potluck dinner.  We also had teachers 
utilizing mini grants for WIN groups including, knitting supplies, 
chocolate for a class on chocolate around world, team building activities, 
art supplies and collaborative games.  Our Student Government gave 
out pencils to the entire student body and each student received a 
bracelet with our theme of “Pay it Forward” on it this year.  A mini grant 
also paid for the supplies for “Paws and Claws” paint night, a fun 
evening set up for students and families to paint, hang with friends, and 
give back to a local animal shelter.  Thank you for all of this extra 
support. Each year, teachers are thrilled to be able to think outside the 
box and outside of their usual curriculum materials to enrich the 
learning of our students. 

Other areas of support from the PTO include supporting you as parents!  
Our PTO schedules and runs parent lecture series and evening speakers 
which are held in the cafeteria or auditorium and cover topics such as 
how to address stress at home, talking to your children about sex, drugs 
and alcohol, cyberbullying and social media, transitioning to LHS and 
getting to know your school. These talks are always well attended and 
truly are a wonderful source of parenting information.  

Our PTO has also generously sponsored monthly breakfasts for the staff 
and several incredible luncheons including our first and last days of  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school and teacher appreciation luncheons during 
the year. These events are very much appreciated 
and looked forward to by our staff!  Community 
service, community building, scholarships and 
student social events are also all encouraged and 
supported by the PTO here at Clarke.  We can’t 
thank you enough. 

Thanks to your support through the PTO, we were 
able to offer students scholarship for field trips 
and other experiences. Our 8th graders recently 
returned from Washington DC after an amazing 
and busy three days.  In addition, Wilson Farms 
personally delivered a check from the Shop at 
Wilson Farms Day in March! Thank you for taking 
advantage of local businesses that also help to 
support Clarke and the Clarke PTO. 

Thank you for all of your support. We are 
fortunate to be part of a community where 
communication and making connections between 

home and school are important to us all. 

From the PTO Co-Presidents 
Patricia Holguin, npholguin@gmail.com 
Jennifer Velis, jennifervelis@mac.com 

As the end of the school year is approaching on 
the horizon we are all feeling the pace pick up and 
another school year coming to a close. The Clarke 
PTO would like to thank the parent volunteers it 
really does take a village to make it all happen.  
Thank you to the 8th grade parents who are 
moving on to high school, we greatly appreciated 
your service to making Clarke a great community. 
We hope that those who are remaining at Clarke 
make the decision to be a part of our PTO, if 
everyone takes a piece it makes the load much 
lighter. 

This year the PTO had so many highlights, we 
started a new tradition of the Back to School 
Picnic. It was a creative way to bring our 
community together at the beginning of the school 
year.  We had many informative and educational 
parent seminars. The Team Breakfasts and Staff 
Luncheons were thoroughly enjoyed by all our 
staff. Thank you to all the PTO volunteers who 
organized these events and made them successful 
and thank you to the parents who contributed. 

Our fundraisers this year were Wilson Farms, 
Helena’s, Flatbreads, Photo Day, Book Fair, 
Magazine Drive and Red Sox Game and let’s not 
forget our on-going fundraisers of Amazon Smile 
and Stop and Shop. Thank you to the many 
volunteers who  organized these fundraisers. Next 
year will be our Clarke Night Out fundraiser, we 
are looking for a team of organizers to make it our 
best one ever. Let us remember that the money 
raised goes toward mini-grants for our teachers 
and staff and allows us to run all these great 
events such as our socials and our parent 
seminars to name a few.  

We are a very fortunate community at Clarke, we 
have a committed and supportive Principal Anna 
Monaco and a building full wonderful teachers and 
staff. We have a very generous community who 
give their time and resources so the PTO is able to 
support our teachers and staff. Thank you and we 
hope you have a wonderful summer.  

Welcome new PTO Co-President, 
 Christina Cohen 
Christina Cohen, cdcohen@comcast.net 

Christina will join current PTO Co-President 
Patricia next year. Christina has lived in Lexington 
for 12 years with her husband Tim and twin boys 
John and Matthew (12) and daughter Kaitlyn 
(16).  Currently, Christina is a part time Business 
Advisor to Babson College’s 10,000 Small 
Businesses and a Consultant for Community 
Consulting Teams (CCT) in Boston.  At Clarke, 
Christina is a School Site Council representative.  
She has also volunteered for the Bowman PTA, 
Lexington Education Foundation (LEF) for the 
Trivia Bee and Corporate Fundraising and has 
served as a Board Member for Boston Children’s 
Hospital Circle of Care.  In her leisure time, 
Christina likes to travel with her family, spend 
time with friends, attend her kids’ sporting events, 
sail and practice yoga. 
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PTO Treasurer Report 
Tricia Weisberg, taweisberg@yahoo.com 

As of May 1st we have earned $26,760 of our 
budgeted $36,368 with another $2,000-$3,000 
expected to come in for Clarke clothing, talent 
show and Wilson Farms. Our expenses are at 
approximately $19,000 with budgeted expenses to 
reach  $42,000. We expect to come in close to 
budget which was a planned loss of ($6,287). The 
PTO intended to do this to spend down money 
earned on last year's big fundraiser.  Thank you 
for your support!  As a result, Clarke PTO can in 
turn support: 

AND MORE….. total Clarke PTO budget is $35K 

PTO Membership 
Mai Yang, mai.yang@gmail.com 

Thank you to Kathleen Lenihan who served as PTO 
Membership VP for three years! The Clarke PTO 
supports the students, staff and parents at Clarke. 
We depend on dues, two major fundraisers and 
additional donations to fund our budget. All 
membership dues and contributions in excess of 
$5 are fully tax deductible. 

Become a PTO Member (a yearly membership) 
beginning September 1, 2017 at: http://
clarkepto.org/membership-and-forms 

Box Tops Rewards 
Jean Ricci, jean.ricci@verizon.net 

Thanks to everyone for their Box Tops 
donations so far this year. BoxTops has paid Clarke 
$119.50 this school year. Another $51.20 is 
pending and will be paid in the fall. We will be 
sending in another batch near the end of the year 
that will also be paid in the fall - so keep those 
Box Tops coming! (For those that don't know, 
there is a collection box in the main office, just 
have your student hand them in at the desk.) 

Connect with Clarke 
Kim McCormick, communications@clarkepto.org 

As our children age 
and gain autonomy in 
their lives, they often 
leave out details about 
school, social 
opportunities and 
community activities 
that we, as parents/
caregivers, find 
important. Here are 5 
key ways you can stay 
connected to Clarke: 

1. Visit the Jonas 
Clarke MS Website regularly. There's a link 
to the morning announcements from the 
home page that is particularly helpful 
 https://lps.lexingtonma.org/clarkems 

2. Visit the Clarke PTO website for an updated 
calendar of PTO activities and events 
www.clarkepto.org  

3. Read the monthly emails from Principal 
Monaco for current news and grade-level 
reports 

4. Read the weekly Sunday emails from the 
Clarke PTO for event dates, volunteer 
opportunities and highlights from local 
affiliates offering opportunities for families 
(requires membership to Clarke PTO) 

5. Join the Clarke PTO and attend our meetings 
and social events to connect with other 
parents, share stories and ask questions 
about what's happening (Membership 
registration open in September 2017) 
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Green Team 
Sharon Liu, xiaohongtj@yahoo.com 

The Green Team works alongside Ms. Tracey 
Herbert who leads Sustainable Clarke at Clarke 
Middle School.  A group of students meet during 
WIN block to work on projects like paper/plastic 
recycling, reducing waste and other sustainability 
projects. Currently the team is bringing awareness 
to help kids reduce the ~70 barrels of trash/week 
that we are creating during lunch. Help your 
students REUSE and RECYCLE! 

In the spring and autumn, Walk and Roll was 
organized to encourage students to walk, bike, or 
take the bus to school.  A small welcome table is  

set up with snacks, a raffle, and music to help 
promote the event as a healthy way of 
commuting.  Students are taught safety rules with 
simple activities such as crosswords, quizzes and 
through announcements. 

Parents are welcome to join Clarke’s sustainability 
efforts to help create a healthy and safe 
environment for our community, and by promoting 
the health benefits of exercising regularly. 

Student Government & Water Project 
Danielle Paddol, Explorer Team Social Studies 

Over the next couple of weeks, the Clarke Student 
Government Association is running a  fundraiser to 
support The Water Project.  The Water Project is a 
nonprofit organization that builds wells that hold 
freshwater for communities in sub-Saharan Africa 
that do not have access to a freshwater supply. 
They train all of the workers with the skills 

necessary to help each community. Our fundraiser 
consists of selling Camelbak water bottle with  
“Clarke” along the side for$15 each. All of the 
proceeds from this fundraiser will go to The Water 
Project to help its mission to bring fresh water for 
those in need. The PTO provided a microloan to 
the student government to purchase the water 
bottles. 

Spirit Wear 
Sandy Schwartz, sandyschwartz.15@gmail.com 

Betsy Wilkinson was our Spirit Wear coordinator 
this year - wow, we sure looked good decked out 
in blue and pink Bulldog gear! Thank you, Betsy 
for your last of many years with the Clarke PTO! 

We are really looking forward to welcoming your 
5th graders to Clarke next Fall! Spirit Wear is 
ordered twice a year, in the Spring and the Fall.  
Fall orders arrive around mid-late November, in 
time for the holidays.  
  
Thank you to the whole Spirit Wear Team for all 
they have done this year:  Karen Dane, Marilyn 
Sommers, Anne Richtarik & Betsy Wilkinson 

Clarke Team Parents 
Kary Libby, karalibby@gmail.com 

Thank you to Kara Libby who wonderfully 
organized our team parents this year! Not only did 
Kara create the team parent list, but she also 
provided the group with all the resources and 
advice to help everyone be successful this year! A 
note from Kara: A huge thank you to all the team 
parents for organizing amazing Teacher and Staff 
Appreciation Breakfasts throughout the school 
year.  These breakfasts were beautiful, delicious, 
and very much appreciated. A special thank you to 
the team leaders:  Carol Colwell, Maura Fiske, 
Natalie Gornstein, Nassma Halaseh, Sanaz 
Heidari, Kim McCormick, Cynthia Pfeiffer, Sadia 
Sharif, Dianna Queheillalt, Betsy Wilkinson and 
Soojin Wong. 
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Red Sox Event 
Jennifer Velis, jennifervelis@mac.com 

Thank you to all the Clarke families that joined up 
at Fenway Park on Friday April 14th. It was 
beautiful weather and a great evening of fun and 
friends. We are happy to announce that this event 
raised $800 for the Clarke Washington D.C. 
Scholarship Fund, ensuring that every child gets 
to participate. 

THANK YOU CLARKE VOLUNTEERS! 
The PTO would like to formally thank all of the 
2016-17 PTO volunteers who helped to bring a 
sense of community and support to the families 

and faculty at Clarke. Special note of thanks 
to Jennifer Velis, our outgoing PTO Co-Chair and 

Principal Anna Monaco. Jennifer's infectious smile, 
positive energy and enthusiasm for all things 

Clarke helped us meet our goals and made the 
PTO a fun organization in which to volunteer. Mrs. 
Monaco is our biggest supporter. Thanks to her 

and her staff for answering questions, keeping us 
informed and helping to make Clarke a wonderful 

place for our students, staff and families! 

SPRING FEATURE: Clarke Drama Dept. 
Alyson Brown, Drama Director 

The Drama Department here at Clarke has been 
nothing short of busy all year!  Read the highlights 
below for all the wonderful activities. 

Grade 8 Students head to Broadway!  
In October, eighth grade students headed to NYC 
to see the Broadway production of Wicked. The 
students also had the chance to participate in 
workshops with Michael Campayno (“Fiyero” in 
Wicked) and Lindsey Northen (“Glinda” u/s and 
ensemble) learning a song and dance from the 
show prior to seeing the performance. The group 
also had the opportunity to take a workshop in 
“The Art of the Quick Change” with wardrobe/
costume personnel from “Hamilton” and “Phantom 
of the Opera”.  

 

“The Wizard of Oz” cast travels to Goodspeed 
Theatre to see world premiere of “Chasing 
Rainbows” 
In November, the “Wizard of Oz” cast had the 
chance to see the world premiere of the musical 
outlining Judy Garland’s life - “Chasing Rainbows”. 
The cast had a tour of the theatre, lunch at the 
Garrison House next door and a talkback with the 
actors following the show. What great research for 
Clarke’s production of “The Wizard of Oz”!  

The Wizard of Oz 
In January, the drama department presented the 
classic musical, “The Wizard of Oz”. The 
auditorium was completely transformed into the 
forest and Dorothy’s journey became an 
interactive event for the audience. Over 80  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performers and techies were part of this massive 
production. The students performed four shows to 
sold out houses!  

 

Mathcounts Video Challenge 
This year, the drama department worked with the 
math department in creating videos for the 
Mathcounts Video Challenge. In this challenge, 
teams of four solve math problems in a video 
format. Videos were uploaded onto the 
Mathcounts site and were open for judging. Two of 
Clarke’s teams made the top 100 videos in the 
country and one of Clarke’s teams made it into the 
semi-finals!! Congratulations!! 

“Still Life with Iris” wins  
the GOLD medal!!  

On April 30th, the cast and crew of “Still Life with 
Iris” presented the spring play at the 
Massachusetts Middle School Drama Festival 
where the production received a gold medal for 
outstanding work.  

The following students also received recognition 
for their performances:  
• Michael Wiesen for the role of "Grotto Good" 
• Erin Loftus-Reid for the role of "Gretta Good" 
• Ava Cronin for the role of "Hazel" 
• Jack Brenner for the role of "Elmer"  
• Leia Taig for the role of "Iris"  
• Sunwoo Baik, Anjali Asthagiri, Abby Wong, 

Disha Sankholkar and Alex Ordentlich 
for their musical accompaniment.  

 

Jungle Book Documentary wins the New 
England Emmy Award!! 
LHS filmmaker, Saoirse Loftus-Reid, spent many 
months creating a documentary of Clarke’s 
production of “The Jungle Book” - from auditions 
through to the performance at the World Festival 
of Children’s Theatre in Japan. After months of 
filming every aspect of the show, she had 
hundreds of hours of footage that she turned into 
a documentary on the making of the show. This 
documentary recently received won the New 
England Emmy award and will move on to the 
national Emmy awards later this year!  
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Clarke’s drama program gets recognition 
from the Obama family 
In October, the Jungle Book cast received 
congratulations from President Obama on the 
successes from last summer’s trip to the World 
Festival of Children’s Theatre in Japan.  

The Clarke drama department is taking on a new 
challenge this year: Rubbish to Runway show. 
YES! You read that correctly. We will be making 
beautiful garments out of trash and modeling 
them on the runway! This "unconventional 
challenge" (to quote Project Runway!) is for a 
great cause though. We are partnering with Long 
Way Home to raise money to help children in poor 
countries go to school.  

Long Way Home's mission: to use sustainable 
design and materials to construct self-sufficient 
schools that promote education, employment and 
environmental stewardship. Our vision is to 
empower communities to break the cycle of 
poverty through innovative solutions to local 
challenges. 

Twenty-five Clarke designers have created 
garments out of trash - yogurt lids, bubble wrap, 
discarded magazines, broken umbrellas, used 
coffee pods and more! The results are amazing 
garments that the models will proudly display on 
the runway.  
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